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Bubbe Misehs

Autumn holidays
By Bebe Lavin

It's November, and November
brings the Thanksgiving holiday.
Remember the words to the song,
“Over the river and through the
woods, To grandmother’'s house we
go?” In 2010, a revision is in order.
For example, “Over the expressway
and through heavy traffic, To Bubbe’s
house we go,” “In the airport waiting
delays, To Gran’s condo we go,” or
any number of modern changes.

see HOLl DAY page 2
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No matter the words you
may create in the song’s
parody, Thanksgiving remains
Thanksgiving, a holiday on which
everyone has reason to give
thanks. When life is difficult, one
looks for the better things one
has, and each of us has more
of those than difficulties. We all
need to take time out to give
thanks and to help others who
are less fortunate. It is a way in
which we show appreciation for
what we have and the hope that
others will also have their good
times.

No, it's not about the turkey,
sweet potatoes, cranberries and
pumpkin pie. Thanksgiving is all
about reversing the two words:
giving thanks.

Thanksgiving, on Nov.
25, morphs into a fairly early

us on

Chanukah that begins on Dec.
2. We are prepared. Dust off
the chanukiah (nine-branch
candelabra), wipe off the stored
dreidels, take out the Chanukah
latke plates and spreaders, and
remember to buy the candles,
the applesauce, sour cream and
potatoes. A good cut of brisket
wouldn’t hurt either. In our
house, we have more than one
chanukiah. A menorah of mah
jongg tiles that we gave my
mother, z”l, is set out along with a
ceramic crayon box chanukiah, a
traditional silver plated menorah
that plays music, Israeli made
menorahs, a chanukiah in the
form of an artist's palette to name
a few. We light only one menorah
— which one changes year to
year.

Be sure to relate the story of
Chanukah and its relevance to
situations today. Have books on
Chanukah available. But please,
I beg you to forego the imitation
Christmas symbols so prolific in
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the stores.
This is Chanukah, not
Christmas. Do not hang blue

and white stockings filled with
chocolate coins. Just the coins
will do fine.

Gifts for the children
and grandchildren need not
be elaborate and expensive.
Thoughtfulness and
appropriateness to the holiday
message should come through in
the gifts, no matter if modest.

One of my grandchildren’s
favorite gifts one year was a Tic
Tac Toe set that was Chanukah-
themed. For younger kids, there
are Chanukah story books
and felt menorahs with Velcro
candles, one more to be added
each night, safe and clever. Other
gift suggestions can include a
chanukiah for each older child
that spells out his or her name
in Hebrew or English. You can
make some gifts such as a pin-
the-candle on the chanukiah. This
requires cardboard or tagboard for

or online at

the menorah and candles, double-
sided tape, crayons or paint.
Uncover your “chanucreativity”
(one of my made-up words). Play
the dreidel game with many
variations. “Chanucreativity,”
creative endeavors on Chanukah,
provides many possibilities.

I close today's column with a
wish for a Happy Chanukah. |
think I'll take my own advice and
begin my “Chanucreativity” a bit
early. Now, let's see, what will |
do, and what will you do? Shalom,
chaverim.

Bebe Lavin, TNS columnist,
freelance writer and “budding”
neologist makes up words like
chanucreativity, elderfront,
olders, nicknamer.

Scrabble players please note
that you can'’t use these words. I'll
patent a different game of made up
words soon. Ah, hanucreativity!

You can contact Lavin at
lavink@columbus.rr.com.
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Beth Tikvah honors Its veterans at Shabbat services

Congregation Beth Tikvah honored its
more than 30 military veterans at a special
Shabbat evening service in November.

“The Veterans' Shabbat has become a
tradition at Beth Tikvah,” said Connie
Mayerson, chair of the Beth Tikvah
Membership Committee. “Beth Tikvah's
members come from all walks
of life and backgrounds —
including those who served
in the military,” Mayerson
explained. “And our Veteran's
Shabbat is our way of thanking
and honoring our congregants
for their service to our nation.”

Don Simon, a Beth Tikvah
congregant and veteran, worked
on the program by seeking
congregants who could share
their personal thoughts with
the congregation. Rabbi Gary
Huber turned over the pulpit
to six congregants who served
in the military over the span of
pve decades.

Their collective sermon was
entitled “The Experiences of G.
l. Jews.”

The speakers, and their respective years
of service, were Bill Slabodnick (1940s); Don
Simon (1950s); Marty Gelender, Connie Block
and Chuck Block (1960s); and Lou Pomerantz
(1970s- 1990s). Each of them shared their
experiences in the military as Jews and as
Americans.

Bill Slabodnick spoke about his most
memorable experience of when he had to set
up the headquarters of a medical unit near
the town square of a German city. The prst
order of business was to send an American
yag up the Vyagpole. Slabodnick was fully
aware that a Nazi swastika had previously
yown from that same yagpole. 0To this day,
I have an enormous swelling of pride as an

American and as a Jew,” Slabodnick said,
owhen | remember the American yag of
freedom that was raised in place of the Nazi
banner of oppression.”

Don Simon worked as a company clerk in
an army infantry unit in the 1950s. During
that period, in which the racial integration of

The many Beth Tikvah congregants who served our nation in the U.S.
military service.

the troops was still very new, Simon realized
that African American soldiers were not
being provided the same benepts for their
dependents due to common law marriage.
Simon went out of his way to help the black
soldiers obtain the same benepts as white
soldiers.

Despite a lack of support from his
commanders, Simon felt proud knowing
that he helped the army fulpll its obligation
to treat all soldiers equally regardless of
race. Simon told the congregation, “It was
my Jewish heritage, which taught me to
always pursue justice, that guided me to do
what was right and necessary for the African
American soldiers who served in the army in
the 1950s.”
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Connie Block had recently graduated
from nursing school during the American
involvement in Vietnam in the 1960s. When
she enlisted in the service, her life quickly
changed. She was sent far away from home
to Vietnam and she was quickly assigned an
immense responsibility as a nurse in charge

of a large ward of wounded soldiers. A further
change occurred when she made the decision
to become Jewish after she met a fellow soldier,
and the love of her life, Dr. Chuck Block. “My
heart has always had a certain fondness for
the military,” recalled Connie Block, “because
itis where | served my country, found my true
love, and began my path of learning about my
Jewish heritage.”

Dr. Chuck Block entered the military as an
ofpcer after graduating from medical school.
Block reminded the congregation about
the importance of the U. S. military service
because, as he explained, “the number one
responsibility of a government is to vigilantly
protect its citizens from those who would

Beth Tikvah members Bill Slabodnick, Don Simon, Marty Gelender, Lou
Pomerantz, Chuck Block, and Connie Block shared their experiences as Jews
serving our country in the U.S. military service.

harm us.”

As a dentist, Dr. Marty Gelender also
entered the army in a medical unit during
the Vietnam War. Gelender reyected that
the army, like many organizations, is made
up of a variety of people. During his years of
service, he admitted he came across some truly
rotten folks. But
mainly, Gelender
remembered
working with
some of the best
people who often
had to work under
some very difpcult
circumstances
in the peld of
combat.

Lou Pomerantz
was the only
speaker who had
made the military
acareer.

He fondly
remembered the
various chaplains
from the 1970s
to the 1990s, —
both Jewish and non-Jewish — who worked
diligently to be sure that the Jewish soldiers
received proper religious services.

David Binkovitz, a Beth Tikvah congregant
who attended the Veterans' Shabbat, observed
that “since not many people in my generation
have been part of the military service, | was
fascinated to hear the stories of my fellow
congregants. | was glad that our veterans
were able to share their experiences as both
Americans and as Jews in the United States
Armed Forces.”

Congregation Beth Tikvah is located at
6121 Olentangy River Rd. in Worthington.
For more information about the congregation,
please call (614) 885-6286.
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