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By Barbara A. Topolosky
THE NEW STANDARD 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow, Senior Rabbi of Temple 
Israel, has a calm and steady demeanor. He gives 
thought-provoking sermons, 
and is always there when 

Rabbi Zinkow raises money for the environment 

By Doug Smith
THE NEW STANDARD

KegFLY.com, modeled after the highly 
successful Groupon.com, was launched at 
Ohio University this fall.

During its brief run, KegFLY has 
signed up 3,000 of Ohio University’s 
20,000-member student body. KegFLY 
has negotiated with campus-area 
businesses 50 to 90 percent off products 
and services. A minimum number of 
buyers must purchase the deal before 
customers can use their discount. When 
the minimum number is met customers 
can log on to KegFLY.com and print a 

coupon or receive their coupon via text 
message. If the minimum number of 
customers is not met, customers’ credit 
cards are not charged.

Deals are posted to students via 
Facebook and Twitter. A KegFLY.
com deal will only go through if a 
predetermined number of buyers hit the 
“buy me” button on the Web site. When 
the predetermined minimum is reached, 
the deal becomes activated and students 
can get their discounted coupon. Their 
credit cards are charged, and they receive 
an email with a printable voucher or they 
can text their coupon code to their phone 
and show that number to the merchant.

Blank and his partner Zac Sebo — 
a native of Pepper Pike, Ohio — are 

managing Kegfly.com at Ohio University 
and plan to expand in 2011 to 30 
campuses.

“It’s a great situation for all parties 
involved as students save a substantial 
amount of money and businesses get 
new customers and free web advertising 
,” said Bexley native Maxx Blank, Kegfly 
campus and expansion director.

“This has been a great hands-on 
learning experience,” Blank said. “I 
love what I am doing and believe this 
will revolutionize the marketplace for 
college students. We want KegFLY to 
be on 30 campuses by June. I think this 
concept will spread like Facebook and 
revolutionize college.”

The Harvard/MIT New Business 

Start-up Lab recently chose KegFLY 
as its featured new business. Natanel 
Barookhian, KegFLY’s CEO, won the 
2010 $100,000 Entrepreneurship 
Competition with a different start-up 
venture.

“I am very encouraged with the early 
results we have had at Ohio University,” 
Barookhian said. “Students in Athens 
have really taken advantage of our deals 
and we can’t wait to give them more.”

Blank grew up in Bexley and attended 
Congregation Tifereth Israel. For 
additional information about KegFLY 
visit www.KegFLY.com, check us out on 
www.facebook.com/kegflyou.

Maxx Blank, local entrepreneur propagates Kegfly.com
Everyone likes a good bargain — even college students
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The

By Bebe Lavin
 
December has arrived 

once again. For many, it is the 
usual December dilemma: the 
Hanukkah-Christmas discussion 
with children, which is primarily 
about gifts and decorations. For 
me, however, it is the anniversary 
of December dread which has 
nothing to do with the holidays 
really.

One Christmas day more than 
60 years ago, I was on my way to 
Hebrew School. It was a typical 
Chicago winter day with heavy 
snowfall and snowdrifts, the 
wind gusts swirling the falling 
snow. I was walking to Hebrew 
class dressed warmly in several 
layers with sweaters, a jacket, 
snow pants, hat, mittens, scarf 
and boots - the usual for Chicago 
winters. I stepped off the curb to 

cross the street but never made 
it to the other side.  I was hit by 
a car.

The driver got out of the car, 
gathered me up and drove to 
the nearest hospital about a mile 
away. In the hospital, I lay on the 
gurney wondering whether I was 
a dead nine-year-old. It was a 
Catholic hospital and Christmas 
songs were piped through on this 
day. The nursing nuns who were 
the staff wore white habits with a 
coif that extended on either side 
to stiff white “wings.”

To me, lying there, I thought 
maybe they were angels.

 I heard murmuring and looked 
over to see my parents, aunt and 
uncle and the driver speaking in 
whispers to each other. I called 
out to them, and they spoke to 
me. I wasn’t dead. The nuns, 
gentle and soft-spoken, tended 

to my scrapes and bruises. I 
remember how kind they were to 
my frightened nine-year-old self. 
The accident happened during 
the six months that I had braces 
on my teeth; if it hadn’t, my teeth 
would have been knocked out. 
After I was treated for cuts and 
bruises, I was sent home to rest 
for two weeks.

The driver, John, told us that 
he had been on his way home 
from a church Mass when he hit 
me.

He added that he thought if he 
hadn’t gone to Mass, the accident 
may have injured me more. I, on 
the other hand, thought that if I 
hadn’t made the effort to attend 
Hebrew School that day, the 
accident might have been worse. 
There we were, of two different 
faiths, with a similar outlook 
concerning the injuries.

At home, I rested in bed for two 
weeks. I had many visitors and 
received gifts of books, crayons, 

and cut-outs (paper dolls) to keep 
me occupied. Since the accident 
occurred during winter vacation, 
much to my chagrin, no school 
days were missed. My injuries 
eventually healed although the 
knee where I was hit is a weather 
forecaster to this day. It aches 
when the weather is about to be 
wet, a long-time alert system. 
The physical scars of cuts and 
bruises have finally faded, but the 
real scars still remain. And that 
is part of the December dread, a 
reminder of the accident. 

For more than 60 years, 
my December dread manifests 
yearly in the following way.  I 
do not cross a street or drive on 
Christmas day.

Bebe Lavin, a TNS columnist, 
is a freelance writer. She and her 
husband Paul wish you a happy, 
healthy and safe holiday season.
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shouldn’t criminals have 
background checks too?

close the gun show loophole in Ohio

gun shows

Sign Our Petition to Support Criminal Background Checks for Gun Sales!

Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________________________________

Detach and mail to P.O. Box 1078 Ā Toledo, Ohio 43697 Ā or e-mail contact information to smith@preventgunviolence.org Ā ohioceaseýre.org
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congregants need help. These are 
qualities expected from a rabbi who leads 
a large vital congregation like Temple 
Israel.

He has an adventuresome side too.  
Zinkow spent a week going 300 miles 

from Jerusalem to Eliatʄ and he did it 
riding a bicycle. He rode at least 60 miles 
a day for a week. 

“This is something I’ve wanted to do 
for a long time,” said Zinkow. 

He didn’t do it alone. He went with 
his friend Danny Kayne and their two 
sons Elan Zinkow, and Benji Kayne. 
This was Kayne’s fifth trip. Together 
they raised more than $15,000.00 for 
the two Israeli organizations Hazon and 
the Arava Institute for Environmental 
Studies.  

Although Elan hadn’t waited as long 
as his father to go on the trip, it was very 
meaningful to him. 

“It was an amazing experience. It was 
the most gratifying thing I have ever 
done. It was a perfect combination of my 
love for Israel and a new-found pastime 
in cycling,” he said.

At the Arava Institue, Jews, Arabs, 
Israelis, and people from all over the 
world come together to learn about and 
explore environmental issues.  

The bike ride was the tenth benefiting 
the Arava Institute and included more 
than 100 riders. When Zinkow and his 
fellow cyclers started out on the ride there 
was a hot wind blowing off the coast. “It 
was like riding a bike in a convection 
oven,” said Zinkow. But the thought of 

quitting never crossed his mind. He’d 
waited too long for the opportunity. 

Luckily, the wind changed, and the 
rest of the ride was enjoyable. “The 120 
riders built a shared community and had 
a common missionʄ raising money for 
the two organizations,” said Zinkow. 

The rider’s stops included Ashkelon, 
Mashabei, Sadeh, Mitzpeh Ramon, 
Kibbutz Ketura and Eliat.

The ride included accommodations, 
food and even mechanics for any 
necessary bicycle repairs. The only thing 
the avid cyclers had to worry about was 
enjoying the ride. There were several 
different levels of riders; not everyone 
went 60 plus miles a day. Some spent 
the afternoons touring after a shuttle 
bus picked them up. They all reached the 
final destination on the same day.

At the stops, environmental issues 
were pointed out.  “For example, we 
would see a water reservoir and water 
reclamation would be discussed,” said 
Zinkow.

“It was an amazing experience. The 
silence of the desert was very meditative. 
The desert is beautiful; it has a hidden 
vitality. This was really the highlight 
of my adult life, and the best way to see 
Israel. It was a very spiritual experience,” 
said Zinkow

It you find yourself dreaming about 
going on this ride, look at the Web site 
www.hazon.org.  There are photographs, 
blogs, maps and a detailed explanation 
of what the trip entails. You can still 
donate to Rabbi Zinkow’s ride. Simply 
click on “sponsor a rider” button and 
select his name.  

ZINKOW
FROM PAGE 1
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C i t y  B r i e f s

Genesis 17:2

Mazel Tov

Thursday, Dec. 23, 8:00 PM at the 
Bluestone (formally named BoMA) (583 
E. Broad St.)

Mazel Ball 2010. YADs semi-formal 
yearly seasonal bash. Open bar, DJ, 
great food, dancing and tons of fun at the 

Bar of Modern Art. $20 Early Bird/ $25 
at the door.

If you are interested in being involved 
in Mazel Ball 2010, contact Social Chair 
Cheryl Loventhal at cheryl.loventhal@
gmail.com.

YAD presents Mazel 
Ball 2010

There are many underprivileged 
families in the Columbus community 
and this holiday season you have an 
opportunity to help. In this harsh 
economy, there are numerous Jewish 
families in central Ohio in need of items, 
such as clothing, gift cards for groceries, 
baby items or shoes. As future community 
leaders, it is our responsibility to make 
a difference in central Ohio. YAD is 
partnering with Jewish Family Services 
to help fulfill the needs of these families.

We need as many volunteers as possible 
to take part in this Social Action project. 
To participate, you are asked to spend $5-
$25 on an item(s) or gift card for families 
in need. We are looking for individuals 
who are willing to donate these items to 
JFS to distribute. 

To volunteer in this special holiday 
project, please contact Dina Kay at 
dkay@tcjf.org or (614) 559-3227. Toys can 
be dropped off at the Columbus Jewish 
Federation. 

YAD and JFS present 
Jewish Community 
Toys for Tots ongoing 
holiday drive

This spring, 
graduates of the 
Hadassah Leadership 
Academy (HLA) will 
once again invite the 
community to attend 
the Miriam’s Cup 
luncheon at the Jewish 
Community Center. 
The event is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 
14. 

One of the highlights 
of the program will 
be honoring Esther 
Bleiweiss for her many 
years of dedication 
and commitment to 
Hadassah and the 
Columbus Jewish 
community.

The Miriam’s Cup Luncheon, now 
in its second year, is the brainstorm of 
the HLA graduates, chaired by Shelly 
Igdaloff. It will be a super-charged hour 
of education, inspiration and socializing.

The event will also feature Dr. Gary 
Rogers, Chief of the Department of 
Ophthalmology, Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital, who will 
discuss new medical 
breakthroughs and his 
ties to Hadassah. 

Hadassah, the 
Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, 
supports Hadassah 
Medical Organization, 
Youth Aliyah/Children at 
Risk, Hadassah College 
Jerusalem, Jewish 
National Fund and Young 
Judaea. Each of these 
projects represents an 
opportunity for fulfilling 
the most sacred of 
Jewish values, tikkun 
olam, saving the world. 
Miriam’s Cup is sponsored 
by Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital and Nationwide Insurance.
To request a luncheon invitation or 

for information about sponsorship, please 
contact Arlene at the Hadassah office at 
(614) 235-8111 or columbus@hadassah.
org.

Hadassah to Honor 
Esther Bleiweiss

The recipes are being checked and 
pots being scoured all over central Ohio in 
preparation for the fifth annual Chicken 
Soup “Souper Bowl” Cook-Off sponsored 
by the Brotherhood of Congregation Beth 
Tikvah. The fund-raising event, to be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 5, promises to be even 
bigger and better than the previous cook-
offs, with more contestants participating 
and additional entertainment planned.

Proceeds from “Souper Bowl V” Cook-
Off will be used to help send children 
to summer camp. Attendees will also 
donate cans of chicken soup to the Holy 
Family Soup Kitchen.   

“The first four Chicken “Souper 
Bowls” have been a big success,” said 
Jeff Wasserstrom, Chicken Souper Bowl 
Cook-off chairman and past president 
of Beth Tikvah’s Brotherhood, “and 
enabled us to donate more than 100 
gallons of soup to the Holy Family Soup 
Kitchen, Jewish Family Services, and 
other recipients along with helping send 
39 kids to camp. With a greater number 
of contestants and sponsors, “Souper 
Bowl V” will enable us to increase our 
donations.” 

Chicken “Souper Bowl V” will 
feature delicious soups for the judges 
and attendees to sample   and vote for 
the judges’ choice and people’s choice. 

Katzinger’s Delicatessen, a four-time 
winner and Catering By Scott, a three-
time winner of the “Souper Bowl” Cook-
Off, seek to repeat as home to the best 
chicken soup in central Ohio.  

In addition, Wasserstrom explained, 
that this year the challah bake-
off searching for the best challah in 
Columbus, will be back since it was a 
tremendous success last year. Challah is 
egg bread, often braided and with raisins, 
and is traditionally eaten by Jews on the 
Sabbath, holidays, and other ceremonial 
occasions.

Along with its festive blend of soup 
and challah, the “Souper Bowl” Cook-
Off will include a silent auction and 
entertainment.

“We’re excited to bring the community 
together to benefit both local families 
and food pantries,” said Beth Tikvah 
president Greg Russell. “All the elements 
are here: delicious food, great people, and 
two worthy causes. It’s our hope that 
Columbus residents will come out and 
support this event.” .  

For more information on competing 
for the best chicken soup or challah or 
becoming a sponsor for Chicken “Souper 
Bowl V,” contact Jeff Wasserstrom at 
(614) 760-0026.

Plans cooking up for ‘Souper Bowl V’

9 of Teveth, 5771 - December 16, 2010

Esther Bleiwess

Kim Cabral prepares Catering by Scott�s award-winning chicken soup in 
anticipation of Congregation Beth Tikvah�s Chicken �Souper Bowl V� on 
Feb. 5.

970 N. Hamilton Rd. 
Gahanna

 614-471-9339

Here are just a few of the “Baubles” on our holiday list, just for you!
1)   18K  Pavé Diamond Heart Pendant - .61ctw - Reg. $1300 Dec. Special    $490
2)   2.84 Ct. Pink Enhanced Brilliant Cut Diamond - Reg. $11,750 Dec. Special  $7800
3)   14K Blue Topaz Pendant - Reg. $969 Dec. Special   $365
4)   14K 1.72 Ct. Laser Cut Amethyst Pendant - Reg. $425 Dec. Special   $139
5)   14K Pavé Diamond Bangle Bracelet - Reg. $3168 Dec. Special   $1530
6)    .90 Ct. Princess Cut Diamond - Reg. $3850 Dec. Special   $1890
7)    Gent’s Stainless and 14KY Bracelet - Reg. $330 Dec. Special   $115
8)    .54 Ct. Round Brilliant Cut Diamond - Reg. $1329 Dec. Special  $660
9)   3.03 Ctw. Diamond Stud Earrings - Reg. $18,069 Dec. Special   $9998
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