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Visit s
Sar-El

By Barbara A. Topolosky
THE NEW STANDARD

Have you ever been to Israel? Most
Jews have a desire to see their homeland,
and there are a variety of trips they can
take to get there. One way to see this
amazing country is to sign up with a
travel agency to take a guided tour.

However, there is another way to travel
to Israel. It's called Volunteers for Israel,
better known as Sar-El. It's not the most
glamorous way to go, but it's a fun and
fulfilling trip. Many people who volunteer
in this program repeat the experience.

When one signs up for Sar-El they
arrange their own transportation. Some
people do it for a week, and others do it
for a longer period of time. The work week
goes from Sunday through Thursday. The
volunteers stay at an army base where
they are given a uniform, three meals a
day, and a place to sleep.

The volunteers do a variety of manual
labor jobs.This includes tasks like
painting, refurbishing tools and machines,
and wrapping up parts and putting them
in storage. Those in charge will match
volunteers to tasks that suit them.

On weekends
volunteers leave
the base to
experience the
people and places
of Israel. If they
want to stay in
five-star hotels,
they can. They
also get reduced
rates on some of
the hotels.

According to
people who have
taken this trip,
it's a fulfilling
experience. There are only 12 to 15
people in a group, and they work and live
together. Often, lifelong relationships are
established. Although a good percentage
of the men and women are Jewish, some
are from other backgrounds. They come
from all over the world.

Sar-El saves the Israeli government
thousands of dollars because they don't
have to call up Army Reservists to do the
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Three men
who recently
completed
a stint with
Sar-El were
interviewed
by The New
Standard.
Randy Cuenot
and Mike
Kravitz are
psychologists.
Bill Gordon
works in
commercial
real estate.

The New
Standard:
Why did
you want to
volunteer for
Sar-EI?

Cuenot: Itwassomething lwasthinking
of doing since 1994. | saw a poster about it
in a Jewish restaurant. | interviewed for
it, but | got cold feet because the thought
of doing it was overpowering. In 1997 |
started thinking about it again. The next
day at work | thought
about calling Sar-El.
When | got home,
there was literature
about it in my
mailbox. You could
say it was besherit
(meant to be). Since
the opportunity
came back a second
time, | thought I'd
take advantage of
it, and try it....1 just
went on my fifth
trip.

Kravitz: This
was my fourth trip to Israel, but my first
working with Sar-El. It was a life-changing
experience. Randy and | are friends, and
he was so excited about the trips he'd
previously taken. It was life-changing
because it helped me understand what
it's like to be an Israeli. | think Americans
take a lot for granted. It was inspiring to
see the soldiers. Everyone in Israel has to
participate in the military....Citizenship
comes with serving in the military.

Gordon: I've always felt close to
Israel. This was my third or fourth trip
to Israel. I am on the steering committee
for Partnership 2000. (Partnership 2000
linked Columbus with Kfar Saba, a
city outside of Tel Aviv.) I'm also on a
subcommittee for a new program called
Israel Partnership Internships (IPI).
A friend of mine told me about this

program....I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.
The New Standard: Did they

have planned activities for you in the
evenings?

nteer with

Bill Gordon (left) with some members of his Sar-El team.

They had an evening program.
It basically helped to let you get to know
the people in your group. We did things
like play games and have discussions.
It was led by lIsraeli madrichots (Israeli
army guides). I've volunteered with people
from more than 11 countries in the time
I've done this.

Gordon: The Sar-El volunteers are
friendly and interesting. After dinner
each night, we'd spend hours sharing
thoughts and stories with each other.

Kravitz: There was man in our group,
Max, who had volunteered in 1948, during
the Israeli War of Independence. He was
amazing.

The New Standard: What were your
impressions of Israel?

It's exciting and dynamic.

Kravitz: One of the most exciting
things was how modern and large Tel
Aviv is. There is so much diversity. In
back of an ultramodern building they had
one street with a promenade with coffee
shops and restaurants. It reminded me of
New York City at night.

Gordon: The energy is palpable. Israelis
seem to be totally into life, and like
what they're doing....The geography and
climate are so diverse. It is spectacularly
beautiful.

The New Standard: What would you
say to people who are considering taking
this trip?

Cuenot: If you really want to do
something to support Israel, volunteer for
Sar-El. It's a stretching experience.

Kravitz: It's unlike any other trip I've
taken. It wasn't just a fun trip; it was
also a feel-good trip. | felt like I really did
something to help Israel.

Gordon: It was an incredible trip.

If you'd like more information about
this program, contact Noam Even,
the Columbus shaliach at the Jewish
Federation (614) 237-7686. Bill Gordon
is also arranging a trip through Tiferith
Israel.
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Temple Israel’s Sisterhood sponsors Gary
Rosenthal’'s Hiddur Mitzvah project

Temple Israel’'s Sisterhood
is sponsoring a special event
featuring world-famous Judaica
artist Gary Rosenthal.

Rosenthal has made it possible
for anyone [ artistic or not f
to make a beautiful art object
that looks like it came from his

art studio. You get to choose the
colors, and all you have to do is
attach the glass with white craft
glue.

The templates will be sent to
Rosenthal’s studio, and the glass
will be fired and attached to a
metal base. The completed piece

will be sent back to you.

Part of the proceeds from this
project will go to Rosenthal's
Hiddur Mitzvah project which
gives money to various world-
wide charities.

To find the order form, price
lists, descriptions of art Judaica

and sponsorship opportunities,
consult the Temple Israel Web
site, www.templeisrael.org.

Order formsalong with payment
have to be turned in as soon as
possible.

Gallery Players to open musical ‘Curtains’ March 19

Gallery Players will open
“Curtains,” a classic — if comic
— “whodunit,” on Saturday, March
19, at 8 p.m., in the Roth-Resler
Theater at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Greater Columbus,
1125 College Ave., Columbus.

“Curtains” is a musical by Rupert
Holmes, with music by John
Kander and lyrics by Fred Ebb,
and is based on the original book
and concept by Peter Stone. The
story is a send-up of archetypal
backstage murder-mystery plots.

Set in 1959 Boston, the play
follows the fallout when an
untalented star, Jessica Cranshaw
(played by Wendy Cohen of
Blacklick) is murdered during
her opening night curtain call.
Can a police detective, Lt. Frank
Cioffi (played by Ross Shirley of
Columbus) who moonlights as a

musical theater fan save the show,
solve the case, and maybe even
find love before the show reopens,
without getting himself Kkilled?
The suspects include the hard-
bitten lady producer, Carmen
Bernstein (played by Wilma
Hatton of Columbus); her husband,
Sidney (played by Michael Louis
Wilson of Columbus); the show’s
flamboyant director, Christopher
Belling (played by Doug Joseph of
Columbus); divorced songwriting
team Aaron Fox (played by Todd
Lemmon of Columbus) and Georgia
Hendricks (played by Theater
Roundtable Best Actress 2010
Award winner, Danielle Mann);
stage manager Johnny Harmon
(played by Stephen Hanna of
Gahanna); choreographer/leading
man Bobby Pepper (played by Jon
Boley of Dublin), ingénue Niki

Harris (played by Julie Russell of
Gahanna), and ambitious chorine
Bambi Bernét (played by Amanda
Cawthorne of Columbus).

Also starring in the musical are
Jon Schelb of Columbus, as Harv;
Ben Hackney of Bexley, as Oscar
Shapiro; Vera Ryan Cremeans of
Columbus, as Sasha; Dale Bush
of Columbus, as Daryl Cirady;
and J.B. Jasiunas of Columbus as
Randy. Ensemble cast members
include Laura Miller, Denae Rall
and Olivia Reed of Columbus; Tina
Gleason of Powell; Peter Hennen
of Gahanna; Bethany Schoeff of
Hilliard; Bryan Glover and Vince
Reese of Grove City; and Danny
Cipparrone of Lancaster.

The play is directed by 2010
Theater Roundtable Best Director
awardwinner, Frank Barnhart, and
stage managed by Rebecca Bezaire

of Dublin. Vera Ryan Cremeans
of Columbus is the production’s
music director, with Greg Elchert
of Columbus serving as the show
pianist. Julie Russell of Gahanna
is the show’s choreographer.

After the March 19 opening,
“Curtains” will continue Saturdays,
March 26 and April 2 at 8 p.m.;
Sundays, March 20, 27 and April
3 at 2:30 p.m.; and Thursdays,
March 24 and 31 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $12 for JCC members
and $18 for non-members; $10
for senior JCC members and $16
for senior non-members; $8 for
children and students, and $10
per ticket for groups of 10 or more.
Tickets may be purchased at the
JCC's front desk via credit card,
check or cash, or by calling (614)
231-2731.

Jewish teen groups to host ‘Super-Purim’ party

The Jewish Experiences for
Teens (JET) group of the JCC of
Greater Columbus, along with
The Friendship Circle, Yachad,
and P2K partners are hosting a
fun-filled Purim party on Sunday,
March 20, from 5 to 9 p.m. at

SuperGames, 535 Lakeview Plaza
Blvd., Worthington. The “Super
Purim” party will include a
Megillah reading, a kosher-cooked
meal, raffle prizes, and a costume
contest. The event is free and is
open to students in the eighth

through twelfth grades. To RSVP
and for transportation information,
contact JET Director Mark
Moscardino at (614) 559-6218 or
mmoscardino@columbusjcc.org.
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Beth Jacob to host speaker from Christians
United for Israel

By Rabbi Naphtali Weisz
BETH JACOB CONGREGATION

Christians United for Israel is the
largest pro-Israel organization in the
United States, however many Jews are
uncomfortable accepting support from
Christian Zionists. On Sunday, March 27,
the community is invited to participate
in the debate and hear firsthand the
basis of Christian Zionist support for
Israel. John Somerville of Christians
United for Israel (CUFI) will speak on
the topic of, “Unusual Allies or a Match
Made in Heaven?” at the Beth Jacob
Congregation, 1223 College Ave., at 10
a.m. followed by a question-and-answer
session moderated by Bill Franklin of the

Columbus Jewish Federation’s Jewish
Community Relations Council.
Operating under the leadership of
Pastor John Hagee, CUFI was initiated in
Texas in February 2006 and now claims
a membership of more than 500,000 from
all over the United States. By hosting a
“Night to Honor Israel” in churches all
over the country, CUFI's mission is to,
“rally evangelical Christians in support
of Israel for biblical and moral reasons”
which leaves many Jews suspicious and
hesitant to accept that support on both
theological and political grounds. Jewish
leadership’s support of CUFI's efforts
is mixed. Some refuse to participate
due to initial controversial statements

made by Pastor Hagee which alienated
young Jews and weakened bipartisan
political support from Congress; others
recognize the theological change that has
taken place within the Christian Zionist
movement and the need for Israel to
‘have all the friends it can get.’

The Columbus Jewish community
also has mixed feelings. It participated
— but not partnered — in CUFI's “Night
to Honor Israel” in 2009 following an
interfaith trip to Israel by leaders of
both communities earlier that year.
Currently, Rabbi Naphtali Weisz of the
Beth Jacob Congregation, is reaching
out by teaching a monthly class at the
Jewish Community Center on the Biblical

significance of the Land of Israel to more
than 50 religious Zionist Christians and
Jews. “I am encouraged by what | see
as a new chapter in Jewish-Christian
relationships,” said Weisz, “that doesn’t
ignore lIsrael, but stands proudly with
Israel for many of the same biblical
reasons that we do.”

“Uneasy Allies or a Match Made
in Heaven” is also being sponsored
by the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) and Israel Bonds
and a free breakfast will be provided by
the Beth Jacob Brotherhood. For more
information, please contact Bill Franklin
of the Columbus Jewish Federation.

Zelman to be honored at Agudas Educational Scholarship Luncheon

Congregation Agudas Achim Academy is
pleased to announce that Dr. Susan Tave
Zelman will be honored at an Educational
Scholarship Brunch to be held Sunday,
April 10, beginning at 11:00 a.m.

Agudas Achim President Eric Fingerhut
stated, “We are thrilled to be honoring
Dr. Zelman whose work exemplifies the
mission of the Agudas Achim Academy
-- to create the highest quality educational
program possible.”

Dr. Susan Tave Zelman is currently
the president of the Zelman Education
Consulting Group. Zelman recently served
as senior vice president for education

Purimania!

Temple Beth Shalom, 5089 Johnstown
Rd., New Albany, will be retelling the story of
how Queen Esther saved the Jews of Persia
(Iran) Beatles-style on Saturday, March 19,
5:30-6:30 p.m. Join us as Ringo, Paul, John

and children’s programming at the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting where
she developed policies and programs to
integrate public service media into a
national reform education agenda. Prior to
this position, she was the Superintendent
of Public Instruction in Ohio for ten years.
During her tenure, the state of Ohio went
from 29th among states to fifth in the 2009
Education Week Quality Counts Report.
National and state results showed that
under her leadership, average student test
scores on state tests increased and that
high school students outperformed national
SAT and ACT averages. The Goldman

and George use the tunes of their music to
bring the actions of Queen Esther, King
Ahashverosh, Hamen, Mordechai and the
citizens of Shushan alive.

We encourage all children to come

Congregation Beth Tikvah game night

Congregation Beth Tikvah hosted its
congregation-wide dinner and game night
on Saturday, Feb. 26. More than 83 people
enjoyed Pizza Pan Pizza, Chipotle burritos,
and Dairy Queen Dilly Bars. Classic games
like Twister and Trouble were enjoyed along
with Mahj, Texas Hold ‘Em, and Euchre.

Membership committee chairwoman,

Chairperson Connie Mayerson
and Patti Price

Connie Mayerson, noted that all who came
had a great time and did not want the

Texas Hold em winners Richard Beck, Al
Lazaroff, andRich Goldberg

Sachs Foundation named Ohio a winner
of its Prize for Excellence in International
Education citing its innovative programs
that prepared Ohio students to the 21st
century global market place.

Dr. Zelman began her career as a high
schoolteacherandheldexecutivepostsatthe
Missouri and Massachusetts Departments
of Education and chaired the Department
of Education at Emmanuel College in
Boston. She held research appointments at
the Harvard Graduate School of Education
and Columbia Teachers College. She is the
recipient of three honorary degrees and
numerous awards and grants. Gannett

in costume. King Ahashverosh rewards
Mordechai for saving his life by leading him
through the crowded village of Shushan on
horseback so that all may praise him. The
children in the audience will be invited to

Newspaper named Zelman as one of the
most powerful and influential women
in Ohio state government. She holds a
doctorate in education from the University
of Michigan.

Tickets for the brunch are $36 per
person. To purchase tickets, or for more
information about Scholarship Level
Donations, contact Bobbie Shkolnik at
(614) 237-2747, ext. 11, or bhshkolnik@
agudasachim.org; or go to the Agudas
Achim Web site at www.agudasachim.
org. All proceeds from the brunch will
go towards the Agudas Achim Academy’s
educational programs.

follow Mordechai around the sanctuary to
help honor him (and show off their costumes).
Groggers and hamentaschen will be provided!
Fun for all ages! We will see you, yeah, yeah,
yeah!

evening to end. She added special thanks to
Jody Lewis and Anne Russell for their hard
work and dedication in making the event a
SUCCESS.

The next event for the Membership
committee is a wine-tasting on March 26 at
Beth Tikvah. Congregation Beth Tikvah is
a congregation dedicated to the principles of
modern Reform Judaism. Founded in 1961,
it has grown from twenty families to nearly
500. It is the only synagogue in Northwest
Columbus and serves a wide geographic

area. The congregation is composed of a
diverse population and welcomes families
and individuals from a wide variety of Jewish
backgrounds and lifestyles. In particular,
Beth Tikvah has a long and established
tradition of warmly welcoming interfaith
families and bringing them fully into the life
of the congregation. Beth Tikvah benepts
from an egalitarian spirit, and enjoys a
reputation as a vibrant “House of Hope.” For
more information, please contact the Temple
ofpce at (614) 885-6286.
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