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As Moishe Houses 
catch on, Jewish 

orgs see new model 
for engaging 20-

somethings
By Sue Fishkoff

JTA NEWS SERVICE

Ben Levinson, 28, was born and 
raised in St. Louis. He returned 
after college to find most of the 
Jewish friends he grew up with 
had moved away.

That’s not unusual: St. Louis 
is one of many U.S. cities with 
shrinking Jewish populations 
and, as in other cities, the young 
are the first to leave.

“There are no hard figures, but 
there’s a tendency to lose young 
Jews from St. Louis,” said Meg 
Crane, senior writer at the local 
Jewish federation.

The last Jewish population 
study of the city, in the mid-
1990s, counted 54,000 Jews.

Levinson thought about 
leaving, too, he told JTA.

“Then I started to get involved 
with Moishe House,” he said. 
“That helped keep me here.”

Moishe House is a national 
organization that provides rent 
subsidies and a programming 
budget for groups of three to five 
Jews in their 20s who agree to live 
in downtown neighborhoods with 
large numbers of 20-something 
Jews. They must turn their home 
into a hub of regularly scheduled 
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The last time I saw my father-

in-law, Herb Topolosky (Topy), 
he was sitting in front of his 
computer figuring out how to 
post on Facebook. At 93, he was 
fascinated with 21st-century 
gadgets and astounded that the 
camera on his computer could take 
his picture and it would be posted 
in a matter of seconds. If you knew 
his history, you’d understand why 
he was so fascinated with new 
technology. 

Herb was born on April 11, 
1918. His mother, Etta, and 
father, Mose, owned a Columbus 
eatery, The Java Lunch Room. 
His mother Etta was well-known 
for her no-nonsense attitude, 
and she dearly loved her boys, 
Harry and Herbert. Etta was 
determined that her boys would 
graduate college, and they both 
did. Harry went on to become a well-
known surgeon, and Herb became a 
well-known photographer. 

Herb started taking pictures at 
The Ohio State University for the 
Makio, the college yearbook. Later, 
he went on to own his own business, 
Herb Topy Photo Service. Celebrities 
he photographed included movie 
stars and politicians. 

When he started taking pictures 
professionally in the 1930s, it wasn’t 
a simple process. “A photographer 
had to possess a technical knowledge 
including an understanding of 
lighting, chemical processes, and 
how the two interacted. He had to 

calculate the length of exposure, 
aperture (opening of the lens) and how 
the film’s reactivity would combine 
with these two elements to create a 
properly balanced image. Once the 
negative was processed, it had to be 
projected onto photographic paper 
using similar skills. The result would 
be a well-balanced photograph,” says 
his son Sheldon Topolosky. 

Later, his sons Joel and Sheldon 
joined him in the business. Their 
mother, Lillian, died in 1968 and he 
married Bernice in 1972. They were 
married for 39 years. They’d been 
living in Florida since 1978. They 
enjoyed life in Florida and ran an 
antiques business together. 

In 1973, I married his son 
Sheldon. On the day of the wedding 

we discovered that the hired 
photographer wasn’t planning 
to stay after the ceremony to 
photograph the wedding reception. 
Herb graciously volunteered. He 
easily transitioned into his familiar 
role, skillfully posing everyone and 
getting us to smile. Each picture 
came out perfectly. He didn’t mind 
assuming the role. After all, he 
was most comfortable behind the 
camera. 

During Herb’s photographic 
career he took tons of pictures for 
the Jewish community, but he also 
took pictures for many charities 
and various organizations. He also 
enjoyed taking movies at Bexley 
High School’s graduation parties 
at Jeffrey Mansion.  

Although Herb was a skilled 
photographer and technician, he 
was also a fine human being. He 
never complained or spoke ill of 
anyone. In all the years I knew 
him, he never raised his voice. 

He didn’t spend time talking about 
the past, unless he was asked about 
it. He was the kind of person who 
wanted to know about your life. He 
was mentally alert until he passed 
away on June 13, 2011. 

Joel and Sheldon donated more 
than 400,000 of his negatives to The 
Jewish Historical Society so his work 
wouldn’t be lost.  

Both his sons were saddened 
to lose him but thankful for the 
long life he shared with them. His 
five grandchildren Lindsay, Eliza, 
Stacey (David), Brian, Lauren and 
two daughters-in-law (me and my 
sister-in-law Barbara W.) will miss 
him too.

Herb Topolosky (Topy)
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Customers will soon be 
able to savor New York-style 
kosher bakery selections when 
Matt’s Bakery debuts at the 
3675 E. Broad St. Kroger 
store, which already offers 
a kosher market. The new 
Matt’s Bakery facility, which 
will be located in the back left 
corner of the existing Kroger 
store, is slated to open before 
Hanukkah. Matt’s Bakery 
— the only kosher bakery in 
Columbus — will offer many 
of the same baked selections 
available within its previous 
location at 3111 E. Broad St., 
which will close when the new 
location opens at Kroger. 

 Customers may choose 
from breads, bagels, pastries, 
cakes, cookies and pies, 

with the bakery providing 
seasonal favorites, wedding 
cakes, spreads and sandwich 
platters. The bakery will also 
welcome special orders for 
large events. 

Even though Matt’s Bakery 
is making the move to Kroger, 
Matthew and Mindy Cooper 
will continue to own and 
manage the facility, with the 
bakery staffed by present 
Matt’s Bakery employees. 
“Moving the facility to Kroger 
allows Matt and his staff to 
continue doing what they do 
best — create incredible baked 
goods,” said Mel Bomprezzi, 
Kroger vice president of 
merchandising. “Relocating 
the bakery also provides the 
space Matt and Mindy need 

to expand their selections.” 
Kroger remodeled 1,500 square 
feet at its 3675 E. Broad St. 
store to accommodate the 
bakery, which will provide full 
service and self-serve options 
during bakery hours, 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, and 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Friday. While the bakery 
is closed on Saturdays, self-
service baked goods will always 
be available after hours.  

“Kroger has provided a 
variety of kosher products 
to the Jewish community 
for many years,” Bomprezzi 
said. “We constantly strive to 
provide Columbus the best 
kosher market in Ohio, with 
the cleanest facilities and best 
product selection.” Kroger 

opened the kosher market 
at the East Broad Street 
Kroger store in 2008, bringing 
the Jewish community a 
greater assortment of kosher 
products, including deli 
items, dairy products, fresh-
cut meats, dry goods, pizza, 
sushi and rotisserie chicken. 
The Columbus Voir Haad 
continues to serve as the 
certifying agency for food 
prepared within the store, 
with Kroger employing full-
time mashgiachs to supervise 
production of kosher foods 
to ensure they are prepared 
within kosher rules and 
standards.  

Kroger to welcome Matt’s Bakery to 
East Broad Street

Jewish activities for their 
peers.

From one house in San 
Francisco in 2006, the network 
has grown to 36 houses in 
14 countries -- 22 of them in 
the United States. More than 
40,000 young Jews each year 
take part in Moishe House 
events, which range from 
Shabbat meals and Jewish 

learning to service projects 
and social get-togethers.

“We’re getting a lot 
of applications,” said 
David Cygielman, 29, the 
organization’s founder and 
CEO.

The original goal was to help 
young Jews build their own 
community and find meaning 
in their Judaism. But as the 
houses multiplied, the peer-
led houses of rollicking Jewish 
energy became seen as a great 
way for foundations and Jewish 
federations to engage the next 

generation of Jews in Jewish 
communal life, especially in 
cities where young Jews are 
moving away.

The foundations and 
federations piled on. The 
first few Moishe Houses were 
supported by the Forest Family 
Foundation of Santa Barbara, 
Calif. Then the Charles and 
Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation joined the act, 
followed by the Jim Joseph 
Foundation.

Today, foundations and 
federations are providing the 

bulk of funding for the houses 
in their own cities; Moishe 
Houses will open only in cities 
where there is local support.

“They’re engaging literally 
hundreds of young adults in 
ways we never could have 
done,” said Michael Hoffman, 
a senior vice president at 
Baltimore’s Jewish Community 
Federation, which provides 
$35,000 annually for the local 
Moishe House. “We could have 

By Dina Kraft
JTA NEWS SERVICE

 
U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman 

will introduce a bill to 
prevent cities from banning 
male circumcision, the 
California lawmaker’s 
office said.

Sherman’s bill, which 
his office announced June 
14, comes in response to 
a measure that qualified 
recently for the November 
ballot in San Francisco 
that would outlaw the 
circumcision of males under 
the age of 18, making it 
punishable by a $1,000 
fine and a one-year prison 
term.

The congressman said it 
was also a reaction a comic 

book called “Foreskin Man,” 
which gained notoriety 
earlier this month for its 
depictions of a handsome 
hero battling against 
a hook-nosed “Monster 
Mohel” to prevent a baby 
boy’s circumcision.

“I became aware that 
this was going to be a San 
Francisco ballot measure 
and I said, ‘Hey, I have 
to do something about 
this,’” Sherman, a Jewish 
Democrat, told JTA. “Then 
I saw this outrageous comic 
book and decided I need to 
make it a priority.”

Sherman said the 
Religious and Parental 
Rights Defense Act of 2011 
will ensure Jewish and 
Muslim families will be able 

to enjoy the free exercise 
of their religious beliefs. 
Judaism and Islam are the 
two major religions that 
practice male circumcision 
as a religious ceremony.

“This could happen in 
any city,” Sherman said 
of the ballot measure. 
“This ought to be stopped 
statewide and it ought to be 
stopped nationwide.”

Sherman,  whose 
congressional district is 
in the Los Angeles area, 
pointed to studies in the 
medical community that 
show the health benefits of 
circumcision.

“To infringe the religious 
rights of so many Americans, 
San Francisco should 
have some compelling 

medical reason,” he said. 
“However, the medical 
literature actually shows 
clear benefits of male 
circumcision. Congress has 
a legitimate interest in 
making sure that a practice 
that appears to reduce 
disease and healthcare 
costs remains available to 
parents.”

Sherman said the bill 
currently has one co-
sponsor, Rep. Keith Ellison 
(D-Minn.), the first Muslim 
elected to Congress. 
Sherman said he expects 
to pick up a number of 
additional co-sponsors and 
plans to introduce the bill 
soon.

Calif. congressman to introduce bill to 
protect circumcision
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