Bubbe Misehs

A special spring

surprise
By Bebe Lavin

Spring has its own markers.
There is sun shining (hopefully),
flowers blooming, allergies
abounding and baseball season
starting, to name just a few. And
sometimes there is a total surprise
that occurs. Such was the case a
few days ago.

When I answered the telephone
that day, a man told me that he
was looking for someone with
my name. With all the upsetting
craziness going on these days and
not recognizing his voice, | asked
for his name. He replied, “David
Gould”. When he told me, a grin
spread from ear to ear. | said,
“Is this David BRUCE Gould
(I have changed the name for
this column.), and he responded,
“Yes.”

I responded, “Hi, Davey.”

And he, “Hi, Bebe.”

“1 will always love you.”

“l love you, too.”

Reader, don’'t jump to any
conclusions. This is not an ex-
boyfriend or ex-anything. David
is the son of dear friends of my
parents. | was six years old when
he was born. | was delighted to be
the designated “babysitter” which
required that I watch him while
his mom took care of him. Our
families were best friends. Our
mothers talked on the telephone
constantly, so constantly that my
dad set up a “telephone” from our
apartment to theirs. After all,

see SURPR'SE page 2
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Matisyahu is known for blending
traditional Jewish themes with Reggae,
rock and hip hop beat-boxing sounds. He
was born in Pennsylvania and eventually
settled in New York and attended Hebrew
school at Bet Am Shalom, a synagogue
located in White Plains.

In the fall of 1995, Matisyahu took
part in a two month-long program that
offers students first-hand exploration of
Jewish heritage at the Alexander Muss
High School in Hod Hasharon, Israel. His
experiences there significantly affected
his feelings towards Judaism eventually
leading to his decision to adopt Orthodox
Judaism, becoming a Baal Teshuva in
2001. Initially he found his way to the
Carlebach Shul on the West Side of
Manhattan.

Soon after his adoption of hasidism,
Matisyahu began studying Torah at
Hadar Hatorah, a yeshiva for returnees
to Judaism where he wrote and recorded
his first album. As part of his faith, he
does not perform in concert on Friday

nights in observance of the Jewish
Sabbath.
The New Standard had the

opportunity to interview Matisyahu about
his upcoming tour, where Columbus is a
stop.

Along with your unique reggae
style and deep lyrics, you are also
known for your beat boxing. How
did you learn to beat box?

When | left home at 17 years old, |
got a job at Border’'s Book, and started

learning about
al types of
music. No one
taught me to
beatbox, | just
started and
developed the
skill over time.
After a while, |
was beat boxing
all the time;
while | walked,
listening to
nature, and
everywhere
else.

How does
Judaism
affect your
music and lyrics?

Being Jewish is a source of inspiration
for my music and the way | live. It's
about having unity and being one
with one another. | hope people can
understand that my music is this way to
bring together the world. Judaism is the
foundation of many other faith traditions
in the world and we all have the same
foundational beliefs of peace and love.
Anyone can listen to my music and can
hear a message of hope.

I read that you are a self-
proclaimed Phish Head. Is this
true?

A lot of people proclaim | am a Phish
Head. A lot of people proclaim that | am
a self-proclaimed Phish Head. That is not
the case. When | was younger, | enjoyed
going to Phish concerts because they
weren't boring. They inspired me and
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opened my eyes to what music could be. |
still enjoy listening to Phish. Also, there
are so many great bands and musicians.
Occassionally | sing Flaming Lips songs
at concerts because they have a lot of
good music.

Do you have any memories of
Columbus?

My first real audience was in
Columbus. | had just started out and
was consistently performing in front of
groups of 20 people because no one really
heard of me. When | got booked in
Columbus, the rabbi at the OSU Hillel
and the students there were so great at
promoting my show, that more than 600
people came. From that point forward,
I had this network of Hillels and large

see MAT|SYAHU page 5

Belowved Rabbi Emily Rosemzweig)
leaving Tempile israel

By Barbara A. Topolosky
THE NEW STANDARD

Temple Israel honored Rabbi
Rosenzweig with a departing brunch
honoring her five years with the
congregation. It was well-attended.
Congregants will miss her insightful
sermons, counseling and Torah Study
Groups. She served as Director of the
Religious School.

“We are all going to miss her, she's
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been just terrific,” said Barbi Crabill,
President of the Congregation.
Rosenzweig is moving on with her

see ROSENZWE|G page 3

Jennie Cammeyer, right, Chair of the Temple Israel Education Committee, presents Rabbi
Emily Rosenzweig with a framed canvas of the Dedication of the Hazon HaTorah, which was
dedicated in her honor. The Dedication precedes the parsha, Beresheit, in the actual Hazon
HaTorah.
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telephone service in those days
was usually party lines, so this

alleviated some of the lines
being busy.
Our families lived in the

same large walk-up apartment
buildinginChicago,apartments
whose back porches looked
out on a cement yard. From
our apartment, across the
cement expanse, we could see
the Goulds’' apartment. There
were at least 60 families in
this building of one-bedroom,
one-bath apartments. | spent
many hours in the Goulds’
apartment. They always had
cookies and candy. | was
like a niece to Davey's and
I called them Auntie Connie

and Uncle Max. Davey and his
older brother were considered
cousins even though our
families had no blood ties.

So it was, when Davey
called out of the blue, I was
thrilled beyond expression. It
was the first time in 60 years
that we had contact. He lives
in the Chicago area and is a
retired lawyer and grandfather
of six. We spoke of memories
that we shared and a bit of
what was in our lives over the
six decades. | told him that
his mom took me to Chicago
Cubs baseball games every
Friday when the Cubs were
at home. Friday was Ladies
Day and tickets were 25 cents.
Of course, he didn't remember
this because he was at home in
his crib. Nevertheless, he said
that he bleeds blue, a Chicago

expression for a Cubs fan.
Davey and | erupted in
laughter when he told me of
his first jury trial as a young
lawyer. Auntie Connie wanted
to know where it would take
place, but he wouldn't tell
her for fear she would show
up. Somehow she found out,
and there she was in the
courthouse. Someone told the
judge, and she was invited
to meet the jury. Davey was
asked to introduce her to the
jury, all the time feeling like
he was back in diapers. Just
imagine his embarrassment as
a beginning attorney. His mom,
never at a loss for words, then
said in court, “I have a doctor
(his brother is a physician) and
a lawyer; now | need an Indian
chief,” an expression heard
often in those days. Then she

returned to her seat. Despite
our laughter a few days ago,
try to think how embarrassing
her appearance and remark
was to Davey all those years
ago.

The memories and stories
went on and on for more than
an hour. We exchanged e-mail
addresses and sent each other
thank you e-mails concerning
our telephone conversation.
One of Davey’'s comments
struck me with its poignancy.

He wrote that we should try

to meet in person soon, that,

after all, we are in the top of

the ninth. The top of the ninth
refers to the first part of the
last inning of a baseball game.

Bebe Lavin is a writer in
Contact her at

Columbus.
bebe@thenewstandard.com.

The Negev Foundation announces presentation on Israeli
agriculture at Northeast Ohio Agribusiness Forum

By Sarah Horowitz
OHIO IRASEL
AGRICULTURAL
INITIATIVE

Bob Cohen, of the Braintree
Business Development Center
in Mansfield, will present a
report on agricultural trends
in Israel at the next Northeast
Ohio Agribusiness Forum. The
presentation will be held on
June 24, from 7:30-9 a.m., at
Buehler’'s Fresh Food Market,
1055 Sugarbush Dr., Ashland,
Ohio. A full breakfast buffet
will be served. The cost for
the presentation is $5. To

register, or to obtain more
information, contact Bob
Leach at (419) 525-1614 or
bleach@braintreepartners.org.

Bob Cohen has participated
in several Ohio trade
delegations to Israel with
The Ohio Israel Agricultural
Initiative of The Negev
Foundation, most recently
the delegation to AgroMoshav
2011 agricultural tradeshow
this past March. He also
participated in Ohio
delegations to Agritech 2009
and AgroMashov 2010. The
delegations were sponsored by
the Ohio-Israel Agricultural

Initiative of The
Foundation.

Sarah Horowitz, Program
Director of the Ohio Israel
Agricultural Initiative, said:
“Bob Cohen has been involved
with our initiative for many
years,andhasbeenveryhelpful
in promoting agricultural
trade opportunities between
the State of Israel and Ohio.”

The Ohio-lIsrael
Agricultural Initiative of The
Negev Foundation (OIAl)
is dedicated to improving
agricultural trade and R&D
ties between Ohio and lIsrael
by working with growers

Negev

and government, academic
and business entities in
both regions. The OIAIl's

objectives are to foster greater
collaboration between Ohio
and Israeli government and
research institutions, farmers
and companies; develop joint
R&Dandeducationalactivities;
identify agribusiness ventures
based on new technologies;
introduce potential investors to
the region’s firms; and expand
commercial ties and market
access in both regions.

Beth Tikvah Brotherhood honors Rabbi Huber at

he Brotherhood of
Congregation Beth Tikvah held
its Annual Meeting and Dinner
on May 18. The meeting was
held to elect new officers, amend
the Brotherhood Constitution,

Annual Meeting

our rabbi, when he was
still being interviewed
for the position at Beth
Tikvah,” said longtime
member Bill Slabodnick,
Rabbi Huber has been

Wasserstrom (Fund Raising),
Earl Goldhammer (At-Large),
and Mike Fliegel
President).

Bob Fisher (Membership), Ted
Horwitz (Temple Service), Jeff

(Past
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a constant source of
strength in my family’s
many moments of
joy and sorrow. We
will miss him.” Other
speakers included Bob
Fisher,David Binkovitz,

The program ended with a
Brotherhood “Highlight of the
Past Year.” Jeff Wasserstrom
spoke about the Brotherhood’s
fifth successful Chicken Soup
Cook-Off that raises funds to
send children to Jewish summer

and to honor member Rabbi
Gary Huber.

Brotherhood member Gary
Huber will be retiring this
summer as Beth Tikvah's
rabbi after 28 years with the
congregation. The Brotherhood

Beth Tikvah Brotherhood officers are Tom

paid tribute to him with a “Roast Stewart Aron, Stuart Lemberger, Jeff Wasserstrom, Bob Fisher, Rabbi camps. Wasserstrom stated that

the Rabbi.” With words of gentle Zweben and Marty Gary Huber, Mike Fliegel, Jonathan Greentree and in five years, $25,000 has been Sy

ribbing, humor and devotion, Gelender. David Binkovitz. raised and 52 children have been g 7/A; 1727
several Brotherhood members The Brotherhood provided scholarships to attend ik Rensetes
spoke about how important members wished Huber Elected as Brotherhood Jewish summer camps. Studies

Rabbi Huber's presence has the best in his retirement officers for 2011-12 were: from the Reform Movement have Ame,‘mmhp,essAsmm\‘\Q

SIMON ROCKOWER
AWARD WINNER

/

Jonathan Greentree (President),
Josh Reinicke (Vice President),
David Binkovitz (Secretary),
Dave Parr (Treasurer), Tom
Lemberger (Program and Social),

shown that children attending
Jewish summer camps develop
a longer lasting attachment to
their Jewish heritage.

been in their lives and the lives
of their families.

“He was there for my
grandson’s bris 28 years ago
— even before he was hired as

and expressed their gratitude
that he will remain as Rabbi
Emeritus when Rabbi Rick
Kellner becomes Beth Tikvah's
new rabbi in July.

1st & 3rd Place — 2006
Excellence In Feature Writing
2nd Place — 2004
The Louis Rapoport Award For
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