Germany agrees to $19
million in new funds for
Eastern survivors

By Dina Kraft
JTA NEWS SERVICE

Germany has agreed to expand
a pool of victims of the Nazis
eligible for one-time payments of
about $2,660 to those who never
left Eastern Europe, the Claims
Conference announced.

Until now, only those who fled
the Nazis as they moved east
through Germany but later settled
in the West were eligible for these
payments from a fund called the
Hardship Fund. The expansion of
the pool will cover approximately
7,000 additional people who fled
the Nazis but then settled behind
the Iron Curtain, the Claims
Conference estimated.

In all, the payments are
expected to amount to about
$19 million. Only those who are
now residing in one of the 10
European Union countries that
used to be part of the Soviet Bloc
will be eligible.

The announcement came
during the annual board meetings
of the Claims Conference, which
negotiated with Germany for the
change.

“This is a first step towards
attaining recognition for those
Nazi victims whose experiences
have not been acknowledged,”
said Claims Conference Chairman
Julius Berman. “These are victims
of Nazism and communism, who
at the end of their lives are finally
obtaining symbolic recognition of
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There are seven American and eight
Israeli students having a fantastic
time together in Columbus, Ohio. It's
been going on since July 15, and will
conclude on July 31. It's the Jewish
Federation’s Partnership 2000 Young
Partners Group 5 program. It's called
Group 5 because this is the fifth time
such an exchange has taken place.

Last summer the Columbus teens
went to Kfar Saba, Israel, Columbus’s
partner city, and were hosted by
the lIsraeli teens’ families. Now, the
American teens’ open up their homes
and community to their counterparts.

The Young Partners has several
purposes: to connect the Israeli and
American teens to each other, to give
the American teens a tie to Israel
and their Jewish roots, and to teach
leadership skills and the importance of
community involvement. A teen who
is accepted as a participant makes a
one-year commitment to do volunteer
activities. This past year, Group 5
volunteered with Yachad, a group
that works with disabled individuals.

The volunteer coordinator of the
summer Columbus activities is Yael
Levi, a busy mother of six. She takes
the time to do this because she feels it's
a worthwhile program. She is grateful
that Samuel Cohen and Samantha
Budin, participants from Group 4,
helped her make arrangements. “Both
students, who were completing their
senior high school internships, chose
to dedicate their efforts to the worthy
causes of the Federation,” said Levi.

Members of Group 5 who helped
Levi with preparations are Sara
Berky, Nadine Dobb, Eli Kroos, Nadav
Levi and Roni Levine.

Levi knows the effectiveness of
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Young Partners from Israel

the program because two of her sons
have participated in it. Nitzan was
a participant in Group 4 and Nadav
is participating in Group 5. Nitzan'’s
experiencewhileworkingwithdisabled
Jewish soldiers so impressed him that
he is going back to volunteer in an
Israeli community before entering
college. Nadav was very moved when
he met the parents of Gilad Shalit, an
Israeli soldier being held prisoner by
Hamas, in Israel last year.

There are two Ethiopian teens in
this years’ Israeli delegation. “Another
purpose of Partnership 2000 is to help
the Ethiopian teens get integrated into
modern Israeli society,” said Levi.

The group will learn about Jewish
life in America. This includes being
exposed to different denominations of
Judaism and hearing from different
rabbis. Or Mars, from the Columbus
Foundation, will speak to the group
about what it means to be Jewish in
America.

Volunteer activities planned
include going to work at the JCC day
camp, teaching children how to play
Israeli games and teaching them a
little bit about Israeli culture through
art, song and dance. They also will go
to the Life Care Alliance food bank
and prepare, package and serve food.

Plenty of fun is scheduled. "A
person-to-person connection is what
makes a group like this so meaningful,”
said Levi.

The teens will travel to Cincinnati
and go to Kings Island, the National

Underground Railroad Freedom
Center, the Center for Holocaust
Humanity Education and the Newport
Aquarium. Before traveling to the
Cleveland Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
and Museum, they will go to Amish
country.

Some of the teens expressed how
important the program is to them
and how enthusiastic they were about
visiting Israel last summer. They
hope the lIsraeli teens will have as
much fun in Columbus as they did in
Kfar Saba.

“Last year in lIsrael, we went to
a daycare center and made up a
scavenger hunt with the kids. We
dressed up as pirates. From day one,
there was camaraderie between the
people in the program. The person |
stayed with, Yuval, is like my brother
now,” said Eli Kroos.

“I likeseeingthecultural differences
between the Israelis and us. There are
a lot of similarities too,” said Nadine
Dobb.

Before the Israeli teens arrived,
both Sara Burky and Nadav Levi
expressed their excitementat spending
time with their Israeli friends. “It's a
bonding experience,” said Nadav.

“This experience provided by the
Columbus Jewish Federation will
make lifelong impressions on both the
teens in Kfar Saba and Columbus and
will help shape them as leaders in
their communities,” said Levi.
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their persecution.”

Since its establishment
in 1980, the Hardship Fund
has paid out more than $800
million. It originally did not

include communist
countries for fear that
Communist Party
officials would seize
the payments. The
Hardship Fund is one of
many funds administered
for Germany by the Claims
Conferece.
Last

year, federal

investigators and Claims
Conference officials discovered
that more than a dozen people,
including Claims Conference
employees, had fraudulently
obtained about $18 million
from the Hardship Fund
through false claims. In all,
the fraud amounted to more

Applications for payments
may be submitted beginning
Sept. 1 and through June 30,
2013. It covers those living in
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania,
the Slovak Republic and
Slovenia.

than $40 million.

An Israelils great biking adventure: Around the
world on two wheels

By Dan Goldberg
JTA NEWS SERVICE

Even during the darkest
moments of his four-year
cyclingodyssey, traversing42
countries on six continents,
Roei “Jinji” Sadan knew he'd
never stop.

After all, Sadan had a
bike he called Emunah —
Hebrew for “faith.”

In Melbourne recently
on the eve of the last leg
of his 39,000-mile trek, the
29-year-old Israeli recalled
cycling through the Mexican
desert on New Year's Day
2008. Suddenly a car pulled
up.

“l didn't know Spanish; |
thought they wanted to help
me,” Sadan recalls. “Then
one of them showed me agun
and | started to understand
what's going on.”

The bandits stole clothes,
money, credit cards and
supplies, as well as a tent
and sleeping bag — but
not his 27-gear, custom-
built, blue-and-white Thorn
Nomad bicycle.

“From then on | called it
Emunah,” he says.

Within an hour his
faith was rewarded. Two
American surfers passed
by and drove Sadan to San
Diego, where he restocked
with supplies. Another
American, having heard a
TV interview, drove him
back to Mexico so he could
continue his adventure.

The incident served as a
microcosm for his arduous
journey of self-discovery:
nightmarish episodes and
seeing humanity at its
glorious best.

Now that he's within
striking distance of the
finish, Sydney’'s Opera
House, Sadan says he
intends to use his experience
by becoming a motivational
speaker and transforming
his diaries into a book that

he hopes will inspire people
to follow their dreams. And
there is perhaps his biggest
challenge — settling down.

His journey started
with a simple question. “I
thought, what's the biggest
adventure?” says Sadan,
who lives in Oranit, a West
Bank settlement of 6,000
near Kfar Saba.

He aimed to cycle around
the world — not for any
records but to discover
himself. @ Sadan  would
prepare a year and a half for
the trek, including walking
the length of Israel and
training several months in
India in the Himalayas.

On the adventure, Sadan
could have quit during any
number of nightmares. In
Alaska, he lost more than 30
pounds traveling on a dirt
track in subarctic conditions
while passing just one
roadhouse in 10 days. In
Peru, he was bitten by a
wild dog. In Mozambique, he
contracted malaria.

The journey has cost
about $60,000 — part of it
covered by his sponsor, the
Israeli water company Eden
Water — but it almost cost
him his life in Bolivia.

“l was hit by a car in La
Paz,” he recalls. “It was a
hit and run. Nobody helped
me. It was a dark moment.

“I told myself these
nightmares are necessary
for me to fulfill my dream.
If a nightmare is part of a
dream it's OK.”

And then there was the
isolation.

“In the middle of the
desert in China, it’'s minus
20, you can't sleep, there's
no one to say goodnight
to,” says Sadan, dubbed
Jinji (Hebrew for redhead)
because of his ginger beard.
“But | never thought of
quitting, not once, never.”

And the good?

“People who have nothing

want to give you everything,”

he says.
Sadan recalls a tribal
leader in Lesotho who

invited him to share food
— a meal of cat. With the
language barrier a problem,
Sadan pointed to the pot.

“Moo moo?” he asked.

His host shook his head
and responded, “Meow,
meow.”

In Outback Western
Australia, a Palestinian
offered him refuge — a
poignant encounter since
Sadan spent some of his
army service in the Gaza
Strip, where his host was
born.

“He’s my first Palestinian
friend,” Sadan says. “It was
an emotional moment.”

The Gaza Strip is also
where lIsraeli soldier Gilad
Shalit has been held captive
for five years.

“For four years I've
enjoyed my choices and
my freedom, and on the
other scale you have Gilad,
so sometimes you need to
think about the lowest value
when you are at the top of
Everest,” Sadan says.

Upon arriving in
Melbourne, Sadan joined
an event marking the fifth
anniversary of Shalit's
capture and spoke to the
Victorian Parliamentary
Friends of Israel group.

Sadan never expected
to become an ambassador
for Israel, but he quickly
realized that his presence
— especially in countries
where there are neither
Jews nor Israelis — was
debunking the myth that all
Israelis wield M-16 rifles.

“I'm coming with a bicycle
and a smile,” he says. “Most
people really welcome Israel.
I didn't feel hatred.”

During a brief stop home
to Oranit in 2009, Minister
for Diaspora Affairs Yuli
Edelstein gave him the

government’'s blessing to
spread his goodwill message.
Since then he has visited
numerous Israeli embassies
and given lectures to more
than 1,500 children, as well
as interviews to scores of
media outlets about the
“real” Israel.

Of all his challenges, the
last may have been the most
difficult: cycling the Great
Ocean Road from Adelaide
to Melbourne. Sadan rode
tandemwith Orly Tal, ablind
Israeli who had contacted
him via his Web site (www.
dreamwithopeneyes.com) to
ask if she could join him
for part of his Australian
adventure.

“She saw more than many
people I know who have two
working eyes,” Sadan says.
“But it was more challenging
than any desert | crossed.”

As the finish line beckons,
Sadan says he is “excited,”
adding that “it's also a weird
feeling because this is the
end.”

He has no plans to fly
into Ben-Gurion Airport —
too conventional.

“l will fly to Jordan and
cycle to Jerusalem, to the

Kotel,” he says. Sadan
expects many dignitaries,
perhaps even Israeli

President Shimon Peres, to
attend the “big event.”

So in a journey of self-
discovery, what has he
learned about himself?

“That my heart is the
best compass. That | have
a different lens,” Sadan
says. “And | learned I'm soft
but unbreakable, like most
Israelis.”

Now, however, having
sacrificed two relationships
on the road, Sadan says
he is ready for a different
challenge: “I'm ready to see
if I'm capable of the biggest
journey of life — family
life.”
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