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Celebrating 9 Years in Central Ohio

Meet Michael Stone: poet and science fiction 
writer

see MATISYAHU page 7

Michael Stone

By Barbara A. Topolosky 
THE NEW STANDARD

Michael Stone, poet and science fiction 
writer, feels at home in both the United 
States and Israel. He moved to Israel in 
1978 and comes home to Columbus once a 
year to see his mother. “I get excited when 
I come home to Columbus, but when I come 
home to Israel, I have the same feeling. 
I’m kind of split between my two homes,” 
said Stone. 

Not only is Stone a writer but he is a 
computer consultant for large companies 
in Israel. His specialty is information 
security, and he works for both the Israeli 
army and government. 

I asked Stone some questions about 
living in Israel and his life as a writer.

Q.	 What do you think is the greatest 
misconception about Israel?

A.	 People don’t realize that Israel 
is a little sliver of a country, about the 
size of Rhode Island. That is why we are 
so sensitive about giving up territory. We 
have to continuously be on our toes.

Q.	 What is it like to live in Israel? 
A.	 After years of living in Israel, I 

realize life is not that different. We have 
a nice standard of living, restaurants, 
grocery stores and department stores. 
Everyone speaks Hebrew, but most people 
can speak English. Not everybody reads in 
English.

Q. How long have you been writing 
poetry? 

A.	 I’ve been writing poetry since 

1965. Poetry is 95 percent perspiration and 
10 percent inspiration. There are things 
you can say in poetry that you can’t say in 
any other form.

Q. What inspires you?
A. Sadness, loneliness, major questions 

you think about by yourself... life, death 
and beauty. It’s a matter of seeing things.... 
It’s like a grain of sand irritating an oyster 
and producing a pearl. 

Q. Tell me something about the 
anthology series you contributed to in 
Israel.

A. There’s a group of creative writing 
students from Bar Ilan University outside 
of Tel Aviv. It’s a major literary group in 
the Tel Aviv area. Twice a year we get 
together at a room in a coffee house. The 
students read their poems to standing 
room audiences. Songwriters are included. 
It’s a very entertaining evening. 

The group put together an anthology 
of Tel Aviv poems. The anthology was sold 
and the profits were donated to African 
refugees. These people have escaped from 
their countries through the Sinai. Even 
though they’re Muslim, they feel they’d be 
safer in Israel. After we interview them, 
they’re absorbed into Israeli society.  

Q.	 How long have you been writing 
science fiction? 

A.	 My father, Al Stone, was a 
storyteller. After he passed away, I felt the 
inspiration to write a story. I had a whole 
story in my head. I could barely keep up 
with it. I came up with a 230-page science 
fiction novel. It’s called, “Why is Unit 

142857 Sad? (or the Tin 
Man’s Heart.)” 

Q.	 What is it 
about? 

A.	 It’s about a 
robot who falls in love 
with his programmer, 
Ellen. Of course his 
love is not returned. 
It’s essentially about 
robots and how they 
create a new civilization. 
Incidentally, I’ve started 
working on a sequel to 
my sci-fi book, called 
“Saps and Rats.” It will 
be an evolutionary tale 
about a fight to the finish 
between the old Homo 
Sapiens (Saps) and a new 
human species called the 
Rationals (Rats). It takes 
place far in the future 
on a forlorn planet in a 
backwater galaxy visited 
by the robot traders only 
once every 64 years. 

Follow my blog  on 
WordPress for the story 
line and chapter previews: 
http://uncollectedworks.
wordpress.com/.

“Why Is Unit 142857 
Sad? (or the Tin Man’s 
Heart)” can be found at www.amazon. com 
or www.createspace.com. 

To find Stone’s poetry, search for 

“Uncollected works of Michael Stone.”

Apres le beard: Matisyahu takes the stage in Boulder
By Dvora Meyers 

When Matisyahu, the 32-year-old 
Chasidic reggae superstar, appeared 

onstage for the first time since shaving his 
trademark beard, no one in the audience at 
the Boulder Theater seemed surprised.

The news of his shaving had been widely 
discussed since the star tweeted a photo of 
himself, along with a brief explanation for 
his cosmetic and philosophical changes. 
Though he was now missing the aesthetic 
hallmarks of Chasidic Jewry, he still wore 
a yarmulke -- a large, black-knitted version 
-- and his tzitzit hung out from under his 
plain white T-shirt. He also wore baggy 
khaki pants that sagged off of his slim, 
vegan-fed frame, a long black jacket and 
dark sunglasses.

Without the camouflage of his beard 

and peyes, his face was noticeably angular, 
gaunt even. His features looked delicate 
and feminine under the multicolor stage 
lighting.  

The sold-out crowd didn’t seem to care, 
roaring with approval as he stood in front 
of the mike.

Yet some concert-goers expressed 
concern before the start of the show as to 
the viability of Matisyahu’s career without 
his signature look. 

“I think it’s the beginning of the end 
of Matisyahu,” said Donny Basch, who 
was attending the Dec. 15 show with his 
wife. “If you’re going to see KISS and Gene 
Simmons comes out without makeup, I’d 
be really pissed.”

Others were more interested to see if 
any changes would result from his altered 
appearance.

“I’m curious to see how his concert 
today compares to the show in Philly,” said 
one woman, referring to a show she had 
attended several years prior that had a 
mix of Modern Orthodox and secular folks 
in the audience. “I thought it was a fun 
show, but mostly due to the mystique of a 
Chasid rapping and doing reggae.”

“I’m very interested in him and what his 
shift is philosophically,” Deborah Skovrom, 
a middle-aged woman, said of the singer’s 

new look and the deeper changes it might 
signify. “It’s a major shift in how he wants 
to be perceived.”

Yet she expected no changes in what 
perhaps matters most to fans -- his music.

“His music and message is still right 
on,” Skovrom said.

Calvin Carter spoke even more 
emphatically in defense of Matisyahu’s 
choice to shave off his beard.

“He’s got the right to do that without 
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The

By Will Schuck
WEXNER HERITAGE 

VILLAGE

“We are excited for the 
opportunity to provide full 
service banking for the 
residents and employees at 
Wexner Heritage Village,” 
said Jon Greenwood, 
Huntington’s retail area 
manager. “Wexner Heritage 
Village has a fantastic 
reputation in the community 
for providing quality 
health, housing, spiritual, 
and supportive services to 
their clients. We couldn’t 
be more pleased to partner 
with such an outstanding 
organization.” 

The branch opened 
recently with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the 
occasion. Wexner’s CEO and 
President David Rosen was 
on hand to cut the ribbon. 
“The new Huntington branch 
at Wexner Heritage Village is 

an outstanding example 
of how we are able to 
provide needed services 
to the community 
by partnering with 
a  dist inguished 
organization. Providing 
Huntington’s banking 
services on site is both 
a convenience as well as 
an indispensable benefit 
for our residents, staff, 
their families, and our 
neighborhood.”

This is Huntington’s 
29th branch to open 
within a retirement 
community, offering 
exclusive banking 
products and services 
for residents and 
employees. The branch 
within Wexner Heritage 
Village offers full-
service banking and will 
be open every Tuesday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 

Huntington Bank opens a new branch on the 
campus of Wexner Heritage Village

see WAR page 7
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Wexner Heritage Village President/CEO David Rosen (center) cuts the 
ribbon to open the new Huntington Bank branch on the Wexner Heritage 
Village campus. Joining Rosen for the occasion are (left): Jennifer Triplett, 
Huntington teller; Jon Greenwood, Huntington Senior Vice President; and 
(right): Will Schuck, Wexner Heritage Village Marketing Manager, and Jessica 
Blose, Huntington Branch Manager.   

Israeli officials are 
stepping up their criticism 
of The New York Times, 
slamming columnist Thomas 
Friedman and arguing that 
the newspaper is an unfit 
venue for an Op-Ed from 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

In a scathing letter first 
leaked last week to The 
Jerusalem Post, Ron Dermer, 
a top aide to Netanyahu, 
declined an invitation for 
the prime minister to write 
an Op-Ed for the Times. By 
way of explanation, Dermer 
cited what he alleged was 
the newspaper’s anti-Israel 
tilt.

“It would seem as if the 
surest way to get an Op-Ed 
published in The New York 
Times these days, no matter 
how obscure the writer or 
the viewpoint, is to attack 
Israel,” he said.

Dermer’s letter came 
just days after Friedman, 
a frequent critic of Israeli 
settlement policies, asserted 
that U.S. congressional 
support for Netanyahu was 
“bought and paid for by the 
Israel lobby.”

Rep. Steve Rothman (D-
N.J.), a top congressional 
appropriator, joined a chorus 
of commentators in decrying 
Friedman’s allegation. 
And Israel’s ambassador 
to Washington, Michael 
Oren, said Friedman had 
“strengthened a dangerous 

myth.”
“This allegation is 

profoundly disturbing,” 
Oren told JTA. “The term 
‘Israel lobby’ implies the 
existence of a Zionist 
cabal wielding inordinate 
economic and political 
power. Unintentionally, 
perhaps, Friedman has 
strengthened a dangerous 
myth.”

The recent flaps are 
casting a light on the 
degree to which the Israeli 
government believes it has 
not been getting a fair shake 
from what is arguably the 
most influential newspaper 
in the world.

In September, in an 
editorial about the push 
for U.N. recognition of 
Palestinian statehood, the 
Times declared in an editorial 
that it put the “greater onus 
on Mr. Netanyahu” for the 
stalled Israeli-Palestinian 
talks, claiming he “has 
used any excuse to thwart 
peace efforts.” In another 
editorial a few days later, 
the newspaper accused 
Netanyahu of refusing “to 
make any compromises with 
the Palestinians.”

The Times published 
a response from Israeli 
Embassy spokesman Lior 
Weintraub in which the 
Israeli official noted that 
during his current tenure, 
Netanyahu has endorsed the 
idea of a Palestinian state, 

pushed for direct Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations 
without pre-conditions, 
ordered the removal of 
hundreds of checkpoints 
and implemented an 
“unprecedented 10-month 
moratorium on new 
West Bank settlement 
construction.”

Netanyahu “offered to 
extend the moratorium for 
an additional three months 
if the Palestinians would 
return to the negotiating 
table. But they did not,” 
Weintraub continued, 
adding that in his May 
speech to Congress the 
prime minister said that 
“some settlements will 
end up beyond Israel’s 
borders” and pledged that 
the Jerusalem issue could 
be resolved “with creativity 
and with good will.”

Weintraub argued that 
“obscuring Mr. Netanyahu’s 
record in pursuing peace only 
emboldens the Palestinians 
to avoid direct negotiations 
with a genuinely willing 
and eager partner.”

Dermer in his letter 
suggested that ignoring 
Netanyahu’s outreach 
amounted to bad will. Times 
columnists, Dermer said, 
“consistently distort the 
positions of our government 
and ignore the steps it has 
taken to advance peace. 
They cavalierly defame 
our country by suggesting 

that marginal phenomena 
condemned by Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and 
virtually every Israeli 
official somehow reflects 
government policy or Israeli 
society as a whole.”

The letter has created 
a Washington buzz, with 
some officials with pro-
Israel groups scratching 
their heads at the strategy. 
Off the record, they say 
they agree with Dermer’s 
assessment of the Times, 
but wonder at the wisdom of 
turning down an opportunity 
to appear on one of the most 
influential Op-Ed pages in 
the United States.

David Harris, the 
Amer i can  Jewish 
Committee’s executive 
director, would not 
comment on the strategy, 
but said it was clear that 
the Times had a problem 
with Israel, noting some of 
the trends Dermer listed 
in his letter: The Friedman 
column and others critical 
of Israel by Nicholas 
Kristof; publishing, without 
adequate redress, an Op-Ed 
by Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
that blames Israel for 
rejecting two states in 1947, 
when it was the Arabs who 
rejected the U.N. partition 

Israeli officials escalate war of words with N.Y. Times
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By Uriel Heilman 

It’s not easy being a political 
conservative in the most liberal of 
Jewish religious denominations.

Just ask the 40 or so people among 
the more than 5,000 attendees at 
last week’s biennial conference of 
the Union for Reform Judaism who 
showed up for a session on political 
conservatism.

“We didn’t know if anyone 
would come,” said Laurie Silber, 
a synagogue president from Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, who organized the 
session. Only four names appeared 
ahead of time on the online sign-up 
sheet.

“When I saw this session on the 
schedule, I thought it was a joke,” 
one attendee said. “But I’m glad 
there’s one or two of us.”

For participants, the lunchtime 
meeting on the conference’s second 
day served as something of a griping 
session, with audience member after 
audience member standing to blow 
off steam about the liberal bias 
among Reform Jews.

But for Reform leaders it was part 
of a broader effort to project an image 
of the movement as nonpartisan, as 
well as to ensure political balance in 
a conference that featured President 
Obama as a keynote speaker.

In addition to the lunchtime 
conversation, which was organized 
at Silber’s request, the biennial 
featured a plenary speech by House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) 
and a debate between conservative 
William Kristol, the editor of The 
Weekly Standard, and Rabbi David 
Saperstein, head of the Religious 

Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
titled “Liberalism, Conservatism: 
Which Better Furthers Jewish 
Values and Jewish Interests?”

Nonpartisanship long has been 
a challenge in a movement so 
closely identified with signature 
Democratic positions such as 
women’s reproductive rights, gay 
equality and social welfare issues. 
The Religious Action Center, the 
Reform movement’s advocacy arm in 
Washington, takes decidedly liberal 
stances on issues from health care 
reform to wars overseas. And in 
his introduction to Obama’s speech, 
the movement’s outgoing president, 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie, noted that the 
president has been a champion 
for many of the values the Reform 
movement holds dear, citing the 
issue of health care reform.

Not all Reform Jews esteem the 
same values, however.

“There’s an idea that Reform 
Judaism must be liberal on every 
front, and I don’t think that’s true,” 
said Rabbi Jonathan Siger of the 
Houston-area Congregation Jewish 
Community North, in Spring, 
Texas.

“Tikkun olam doesn’t mean giving 
away money,” said one participant 
in the session on conservatism.

“Isn’t there something in the 
Jewish tradition about people helping 
themselves?” asked another.

“We can all be for tikkun olam if 
it doesn’t mean paying for it,” said 
a third.

More than any other issue, 
however, participants complained 
of what they described as the 
hypocrisy of liberal Reform Jews 

who preach pluralism and tolerance 
while disparaging or silencing 
conservative voices.

“It’s very hard to have a civil 
discourse,” said a past president of 
a Reform synagogue in Los Angeles. 
“They assume everyone is liberal. At 
least talk and listen.”

A woman from Lehigh Valley, 
Pa., chimed in, “Trying to even have 
a discussion is impossible because 
they will not listen to the facts.”

One man described the attitude 
of Reform Jews toward political 
conservatives as “xenophobia.”

In an interview with JTA, Silber 
recalled posting some conservative 
comments on a listserv of synagogue 
presidents and then getting shut out 
by vocally liberal participants who 
complained that she was making 
the discussion too political.

Most of the participants at the Dec. 
15 conference session did not seem to 
be dyed-in-the-wool conservatives. 
Many proclaimed themselves fiscal 
conservatives but social liberals. A 
physician from Fort Worth, Texas, 
talked about how he voted for Obama 
because he was concerned that John 
McCain as president might succumb 
to melanoma and leave the Oval 
Office in the hands of Sarah Palin. 
Another lamented what he called 
the hijacking of the Republican 
Party by political extremists. And 
not one person mentioned any of the 
Republican candidates for president 
during the freewheeling discussion.

“My conservatism is economic, 
in terms of smaller government, 
individual rights, relationship with 
Israel,” Siger told JTA. “Socially I’m 
decidedly progressive.”

A few session participants said 
that Israel was the key issue that had 
thrust them into the conservative 
camp, at least within the Reform 
movement.

“I have long been unhappy with 
the debate about Israel in the 
Reform movement,” said Rabbi 
David Kaufman of Temple B’nai 
Jeshurun in Des Moines, Iowa. A 
founder of a group called We Are 
for Israel, Kaufman was one of five 
rabbis at the session.

“There are a lot more politically 
conservative Republican Jews than 
people think, especially when it 
comes to Israel,” he said.

But when someone at the session 
questioned the bona fides of the 
incoming president of the movement, 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, noting Jacobs’ 
past affiliations with the New Israel 
Fund and J Street, Kaufman came 
to Jacobs’ defense.

“I wouldn’t worry about Rick,” 
Kaufman said. “He’s good on 
Israel.”

When The Weekly Standard’s 
Kristol made a surprise visit to 
the session, he credited Jacobs 
for including him, Cantor and 
Natan Sharansky -- a politically 
conservative former refusenik who 
is now the chairman of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel -- on the biennial 
program.

But there was no mistaking the 
fact that at least at this conference 
on the outskirts of Washington, 
political conservatives were a tiny 
minority.

“It occurs to me,” Siger said, “that 
we are the 1 percent.”

Can Reform Jews be politically conservative? 
Yes, say the ô1 percentõ 

England’s United Synagogue denied 
a report that the post of chief rabbi had 
been offered to Israel’s Ashkenazi chief 
rabbi.

Haaretz reported Tuesday that 
Haifa-based Rabbi Yona Metzger had 
been asked to replace Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks as the UK’s chief rabbi when he 

steps down in 2013.
According to the United Synagogue, 

however, no one has been approached 
to take the position. The search process 
for Sacks’ replacement has only recently 
begun.

Stephen Pack, president of the Chief 
Rabbinate Trust, said he was “taken 

aback” by suggestions that there had 
been any offers made to individual 
rabbis.

“An enormous amount of effort 
has gone into creating a process that 
is designed to transparently produce 
the best possible range of candidates 
for this world-leading role,” he said. 

“Nobody involved in this process has, or 
could ever, make such an offer.”

An advertisement inviting 
applications for the position is due to 
be published in January.

Rumor aside, search for Sacks’ 
successor proceeds

Check out our updated Web site
www.TheNewStandardOnline.com
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