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Gentle summer nights
By Bebe Lavin

                                                  
           

Who cannot appreciate this 
clear summer night with soft clouds 
looking down, a gentle breeze ruffling 
the leaves, and the moon coming into 
sight through the open windows? 
The smells are faint, the world 
seems calm, and one remembers 
previous nights. The gentleness 
of the night soothes while it also 
prompts memories of the days before 
air-conditioning was common, when 
a window open to the low breeze or 
lolling on the porch was pleasant 
and enjoyable.

Those of us who lived in the 
larger cities look back on neighbors 
chatting on the front stoop as they 
inhale the summer. We remember 
drives to the lakefront to listen to 
Lake Michigan lapping the shore 
in the cool air and languid summer 
evenings. The public parks were 
filled with people strolling alone or 
in conversation with another. It was 
not unheard of for someone to sleep 
away the night on a park bench 
without fear of violence. There were 
those who slept on the sand abutting 
the lakefront, without fear.

Those summer evenings in 
memory are treasures. These days, 
with the rattle of air-conditioners, the 
fumes of so many cars, the common 
actions of violence in unguarded 
outdoor spaces, one misses the 
summer evenings of calm, quiet 
and gentle breezes, the camaraderie 
present in a safer world.

As young teenagers back then, 
my friends and I would meet up with 
classmates, sit in the park and reveal 
our philosophies on life. Did we know 
of what we spoke? We thought so. 
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By Dan Klein
JTA NEWS SERVICE 

When Israel wanted to help its troops, it sent them 
to America.

Last month, 15 former soldiers selected by the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) traveled to New York for a 
weeklong program to treat lingering trauma from their 
combat during the 2006 Lebanon War with Hezbollah.

An Israeli group called Peace of Mind organized 
the program, which ranged from group therapy and 
painting to sightseeing at the Empire State Building 
and a cocktail party on Manhattan’s Upper West Side.

The long distance — not just from Lebanon, but 
from Israel as well — is at the heart of the treatment 
program. 

“In Israel, it’s not socially acceptable to talk about 
these experiences,” said Alon Weltman, an Israeli 
psychologist and director of the 
program who accompanied the 

The

By Jackie Jacobs
COLUMBUS JEWISH FOUNDATION

The Columbus Jewish Foundation is 
investing $100,000 in a newly-established 
revolving microloan fund for local Jewish 
entrepreneurs. The fund will provide loans 
at below-market rates for new business 
start-ups. The initiative will be central 
Ohio’s only loan program earmarked 
for Jewish entrepreneurs. Its purpose, 
according to foundation president, Bradley 
Kastan, is to “Grow Jewish Columbus.” 
Microenterprises are companies with less 
than five employees (including the owner) 
and initial capitalization of $35,000 or less. 
They generally lack access to conventional 
loans, equity or other banking services. 

Business loan recipients will be determined 
by the Economic and Community 
Development Institute (ECDI). Founded in 
2004, ECDI assists entrepreneurs create, 
fund, develop and grow small business 
ventures. Since its establishment, ECDI 
has created 550 new businesses in central 
Ohio. It is the largest microlender in 
Ohio.  Grow Jewish Columbus loans 
will target to help entrepreneurs with 
good business plans who, in this difficult 
economic climate, cannot get loans from 
traditional lenders. Jackie Jacobs, the 
Columbus Jewish Foundation’s Executive 
Director, stated that the foundation 
originally considered making an outright 
grant to ECDI. He explained that the 
best way to help the Jewish community 
is through socially responsible investing. 
“With ECDI’s successful track record 
and public accountability, we will be able 
to assess the impact of this investment 
and can count on ECDI to deliver the 

goods. The Jewish entrepreneurs whom 
we help will in turn actively participate 
in the area’s future growth and become 
stakeholders who support the community 
that gave them a head start.” ECDI 
often leverages multiple loan funds to 
capitalize a business. At loan closing, 
clients must sign multiple participation 
notes that, when combined, create a loan 
package. According to ECDI’s founder 
and CEO, Inna Kinney, ECDI manages 
other loan funds from the Small Business 
Administration, Department of Health 
and Human Services, Office of Refugee 
Resettlement, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services for Children and 
Families, the State of Ohio, the City of 
Columbus, Franklin County, Key Bank, 
Huntington National Bank, and others. 

Columbus Jewish Foundation 
to assist Jewish entrepreneurs

see FOUNDATION page 4

To help with war trauma, 
Israeli soldiers take Manhattan
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SUMMER
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We were inner-city kids and we 
were unaware of the “privileges” 
of the suburban population. 
We enjoyed the freedom that a 
cityscape provides. Our bicycles 
were old and often needed paint 
or a repaired basket. None of this 
mattered to us. We had shelter, 
food and clothing and the freedom 
of creating our own fun.  

No one did drugs or guns. 
Yes, we had some kids who didn’t 
finish high school, but there were 
also those of us, about 5 percent 
of the graduating class who had 
the opportunity to attend college 
without college preparation or 
guidance counselors to help 

navigate the transition. 
On vacations, we always 
had or made time to 
get together despite 
differences in perceptions, 
interests, goals and 

educational choices.  As recent 
political banners read, “We’re all 
in this together.”, and we were.

Next week, I will meet up with 
a high school friend who I haven’t 
seen in almost 60 years. Jean and 
I worked at the same company 
after school and the summer after 
graduation. She married.

I went away to college. 
She soon had two children. I 
graduated from college, the 
first female on either side of my 
family to do so, and went on to 
begin a professional career. She 
divorced. 

I married, moved out of 

town and raised a family. She 
remarried and later was widowed. 
She worked her way to success 
in the company where we had 
worked as teenagers.   

Our differing paths have not 
disturbed a friendship renewed 
over the Internet. So it is that we 
two septuagenarians will meet 
again on the steps of the Art 
Institute in downtown Chicago 
next week. She still lives in the 
Chicago area. I haven’t lived there 
for 48 years. We will reminisce 
about the soft summer evenings 
and our teenage years. We will 
talk about our aging selves today 
and several topics of mutual 
interest. We will avoid the topic 
of Chicago baseball teams — she 
is a White Sox fan and I am a 
Cubs fan.

The high school we attended 

together is no more. The 
neighborhood in which we lived 
has changed for the worse. Yet 
we will remember, enjoy each 
other’s conversation and company 
and bask once more in the gentle 
summer evening memories of long 
ago. At this age, we both will still 
laugh at our naturally curly hair, 
once a bane to both of us. And we 
will laugh with and smile at each 
other, not knowing if this will 
be our last meeting in person. 
Neither of us will mention this 
possibility. We will hope to meet 
again in Chicago, Columbus or 
another city.

Bebe Lavin writes the Bubbe 
Misehs column for The New 
Standard. She can be e-mailedat  
bebe@thenewstandard.com.

Am Brit is offering their 
second year of the Jewish 
Learning Program for children 
ages 9–12.  The primary 
focus of the program is to 
foster Jewish identity in a 
meaningful, consistent, and 
friendly learning environment.   

The program curriculum 
includes Jewish customs, 

traditions, holidays, culture 
and history. The Jewish 
Learning Program promotes 
an understanding of Jewish 
traditions, beliefs, and morals 
as conveyed in the Torah and 
other Jewish texts and includes 
discussion of these ideas in 
the context of our modern day, 
Reform life. The program also 

provides instruction in learning 
to read prayer-book Hebrew, 
traditional prayers and their 
meanings, and bar/bat mitzvah 
preparation.

There is a small cost 
associated with this program 
that covers expenses. To obtain 
more information or to register, 
contact Hope Buergenthal at 

hopealan@yahoo.com or (614) 
224-7596.

This year, we will 
also be offering activities 
approximately once a month for 
our younger group of children, 
ages 5–8. More information on 
this program will be available 
after the Jewish holidays. 

Congregation Am Brit Jewish Learning for children
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By Jami Goldstein 
GREATER COLUMBUS 

ARTS COUNCIL

Columbus Arts Festival is 
seeking volunteers to serve 
on the 2012 Coordinating 
Committee. The 51st 

Columbus Arts Festival will 
take place June 1–3, 2012. 
The Coordinating Committee 
assists with several aspects 

of planning 
and execution 
of this annual 
event, produced 
by the Greater 
Columbus Arts 
Council.

Coordinating 
C o m m i t t e e 
v o l u n t e e r s 
spend up to 100 
hours working 
on the festival 
from November 
through June, 
but commitment 
varies by 
c o m m i t t e e . 
V o l u n t e e r s 
also are largely 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the on-
site execution 
of the event, 
requiring a 
significant time 
c o m m i t m e n t 
the weekend of 
the festival.

E x p e r i e n c e 
in special 
events or with 
the arts is not 

necessary, but energy and 
the ability to work as part of 
a team are essential. These 
are working committees and 
require a strong personal 
commitment. Availability 
during the festival dates is 
required.

Individuals interested 
in being considered for a 
Coordinating Committee 
position should send a 
resume and cover letter 
to Leah Alters, Columbus 
Arts Festival Director, 100 
E. Broad St., Suite 2250, 
Columbus, OH 43215, or via 
e-mail to lalters@gcac.org. 
Deadline for application is 
Monday, Oct. 3. Prospective 
committee members will be 
contacted for an interview.

The Columbus Arts 
Festival is consistently 
ranked nationally as one of 
the country’s best. The 2012 
festival will incorporate new 
and fun interactive features, 
feature fine art and fine 
craft from approximately 230 
nationally acclaimed artists, 
along with continuous live 
entertainment, gourmet food 
and hands-on art activities 
for all ages.

Columbus Arts Festival seeks Coordinating Committee




