Bubbe Misehs

Passover memories

By Bebe Lavin

Passover is right around the
corner, the corner where a feather
soon will be in motion sweeping away
the chometz crumbs. It's hard to
believe that it's that time of year
again. As we get older, the time
whooshes by before we realize that it
IS another moment, day, week, year
or decade gone by. For me, Passover
calls up the “olden” days when the
Pesadich options of today were not
available.

With all the new items, the
holiday culinary preparation loses
some of its gestalt. For example,
macaroons and sponge cakes were the
primary desserts back in the “olden”
days. That was preferable to today’s
Pesadich biscotti and biscuits. Who
wants biscotti or biscuits on Pesach?
Jelly candies and nuts supplemented
the old choices. Today there are ice
creams, chocolate and other choices. |
remember when the chocolate-covered
matzo purchased in New York was
considered exotic. Today you can pick
up some in Kroger’s.

This is not to judge whether the
olden days of Passover preparation
were better than those of today.
True, it was more work back then
than it is now. But some of the
traditional aggravation has been lost
to convenience. And, in this loss,
there is another loss. Maybe it is
the plethora of food choices versus
certain food deprivation for the
holiday’s duration. Maybe it is the
myriad designs of various Hagaddahs
rather than the most commonly used
Maxwell House versions, wine stains
and all. Just maybe it is the idea that
long ago days are no longer except in
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For the past few years Maren Roth,
owner of Rowe, a successful trendsetting
store in the
Short North,
has held a
fashion show
to aid a charity
that is near
and dear to her
heart, the Jack

Roth Fund.
Her dad,
Jack Roth,

was a business
entrepreneur
who influenced
her in many
ways. She
picked up some
of his business
savvy and his
dedication
to helping
others. She
opened Rowe,
a trendsetting Shafran Roth

store four years

ago, which is very

successful.

The store features clothing lines from
independent designers, and is located on
High Street in the Short North.

Roth not only sells great clothes
but gives to the community too. Roth
sponsors private shopping events and
fashion shows at Rowe and donates some
of the proceeds to charities. For example,
she collaborated with the Women’s Bar
Association and the Leukemia Lymphoma
Society to help them raise money for
their causes.

Six years ago, when her father
tragically died from lung cancer, Roth
knew she had to do something to honor
his spirit, passion and ideals. Roth, along
with family friend Steve Marcus and the
Masorti Program f a religious movement
affiliated with conservative Judaism in
Israel 4 combined their efforts to honor
her father's memory to start the Jack
Roth 5K Rock ‘N Run.

The honorary chair this year is OSU
President, Gordon Gee. To date, the run
has raised more than $420,000. “It's
a family fun day. There’s food, music,
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awards and prize drawings,” said Roth.
This is the sixth year for the race. The
race will originate at Bexley High School
on May 22 at 9:00 a.m.

Jack Roth

O n e
Jack Roth’s
philanthropic
projects
was Camp
Netaim, an
Israeli camp
for children
with special
needs. Half of the money from the race
goes to the Arthur G. James Cancer
Hospital and the other half goes to Camp
Netaim in Israel.

“Jack was a very wonderful person.
He was a quiet activist. He supported
Masorti and the conservative movement
in Israel. He was a gentle, sweet man,
and loved by everybody. Maren is a lot
like him,” said Janice Roth, Maren’s
mother.

“l was close to my dad. We used to run

Maren Roth with her father, the late

Maren Roth opened Rowe four years ago in the
Short North.

The Jack Roth 5K Rock’N Run

together. He believed in keeping healthy.
| wanted to create something to keep his
spirit alive. He was a big advocate for
religious pluralism. This is not a religious
race. | know he
would've wanted
to raise money to
find a cure for lung
cancer,” said Roth.
Ironically, Roth
was a nonsmoker.

“My dad’s good
friends have made
it to the race every
year. One of them,
author Bob Greene
wrote a book about
my dad’s illness
and death called,
“You Know You
Should Be Glad: A True
Story of Lifelong
Friendship.” It's
been six years, so
I'm moved when
his friends come
to the race,” said
Roth.

Roth has
been partnering
with “Candles
for a Cause” to
raise additional

money; 25
percent of the
price of the

candle goes to the
Jack Roth Fund.

The Gallery
Hop, which offers
tours of the Short North once a month,
offers a good opportunity to see what
Rowe is all about. The upcoming Gallery
Hop is May 7. Additionally, a bake sale is
planned to aid the fund.

Rowe is located at 718 N. High St.
The phone number is (614-224-6005)

For more information about the race,
go to the Jack Roth Fund Facebook
page, www.premierraces.com and www.
firstgiving.com.
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Home Repair?
Call

87/7-661-7467
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Plumbing
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Hadassah’s 100th Birthday Donor Celebration

(@) n
Monday, May
2, Hadassah
will host a
special evening
for Donors,
Distinguished
Donors,
Founders,
Centennial
Founders,
Keepers of the
Gate and other
major donors.

The event,
at Embassy
Suites Airport,
includes a 6:30

p.-m. dinner, - -
preceded by and the early days Zionist
a 6:00 wine ofHadassah atthe y outh
reception  for 100th Birthday Donor movement,
major donors  Celebration. thedir
($500+). promi s,e
At 7:30, National Board that  Hadassah's
Member Susan Wilkof will Partnership —with
present a program about ISrael would last
Henrietta Szold and the early forever.
days of Hadassah. Wilkof is They could
Vice Chair of Major Gifts for Not know  that
Hadassah and a member of both  the future would
the Hadassah National Board Pring depression,
and The Hadassah Foundation. Holocaust and wars.
With intelligence,

She previously chaired the 100th
Anniversary of Young Judaea,
and was president of the Central
States Region.

In 1996, Wilkof participated
in the first Young Leaders
Mission to Israel, and in 1995,
was a recipient of Hadassah's
Presidents Award.

Wilkof and her husband, Sam,
Hadassah Centennial Founders,
have three grown sons who have
participated in Young Judaea’s

Year Course and Summer
Experience programs.
Henrietta Szold founded

Hadassah on Feb. 24, 1912,
when she spoke these words to
38 women gathered at Temple
Emanuel in New York City:

If we are Zionists...what is
the good of meeting and talking
and drinking tea? Let us do
something real and practical
— let us organize the Jewish
women of America and send
nurses and doctors to Palestine.

And so they did. And today the
daughters, granddaughters and
great granddaughters of those
strong, committed, visionary,
feet-on-the-ground women are
supporting Israel to the tune of
hundreds of millions of dollars
each year.

What made those original
38 women different? Why did
the organization they started
continue and thrive, when others
of the time are long forgotten?
Because they were practical
Zionists.

They dreamed of what could
be in Palestine, and then they
took off their gloves, rolled
up their sleeves, opened their
pocketbooks and made it happen.
They sent nurses to a bleak and
barren Jerusalem, laying the

Susan Wilkof will speak
about Henrietta Szold

groundwork for Israel’s
healthcare system.
They made the
deserts bloom. They
rescued and nurtured
and educated children
who would grow up to
shape a new nation.
They dreamed of what
could be for American

Jews. They taught
women to be leaders,
and advocates for

issues that matter to
Israel and to American
families.
T h e vy

championed
the budding

energy and grace,

they met every call to

action with action.
Today, Hadassah

Sponsors of the major donor
wine reception include Susie and
Brad Blair, Esther and Michael
Bleiweiss, Florence Cabakoff,
Jane Horowitz-Wright and Tom
Wright, Renee and Marvin
Resnik, Ellen Schottenstein
and Kathy and Jay Worly. Les
Somogyi of Promotions x Design
was kind to donate printing
services.

The 100th Birthday Donor
Celebration is chaired by Karen
Milenthal, Nancy Rozenbojm

and Susie Blair.

The minimum donation to
attend the 100th Birthday Donor
Celebration is $100, and it is
not too late to make a donation
and receive an invitation. Your
check or credit card payment
of $40 is your reservation. For
information, please contact
Arlene at the Hadassah office,
(614) 235-8111 or
columbus@hadassah.org.

“Manners '
are a sensitive k
awareness of the —
feelings of others. ﬁ
If you have that
awareness,
you have good
manners, no
matter what fork ‘
you use.” '

Emily Post

i., I

THE REFECTORY RESTAURANT & BISTRO
1092 BETHEL ROAD, COLUMBUS 43220
REFECTORY.COM 614-451-9774

hospitals treat one
million patients a
year and sponsor
cutting-edge

medical research
and trauma
care. Because
of Hadassah’s

partnership with
the Jewish National
Fund, Israel’s earth
isgreen,andbecause
of its support of
Hadassah College
Jerusalem, Israeli
youth become

‘//
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productive citizens.
Young Judaea’s
programs foster
Jewish identity in
American youth
and sponsor trips to
Israel.

T od ay,
Hadassah stands
with a prosperous,
proud lIsrael. Like
those pioneering
women a century
ago, Hadassah
practices practical
Zionism, moving
into the future with
confidence and with
a love for the Jewish
people, a steadfast
commitment to
Israel, and a
mission to ensure
Jewish continuity.
That is what the
Columbus Chapter
is celebrating on
May 2.
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Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)

Small Business Owners 401k, 403b, 457 and Deferred Comp.
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contact Mark Coftey, D, CFP®, one of our
13 CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ certificants.

Summit Financial Strategies, Inc.

Fee-Only Wealth Management & Investment Advisory Services
7965 North High Street, Suite 350, Columbus, OH 43235
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*Minimum of $300,000 in investment and retirement accounts.
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PASSOVER

FROM PAGE 1

memory and in our hearts.

Even the order of the seders is
sometimes revised as are the locales
where they are observed.

Seders on a cruise or in a hotel were
unheard of back then. They lose the
ambiance of those at home. Since I've

never been to a seder not held at home,
how do I make such a statement?

It's the sentiment that drives my
comment.

Each year, it is a thoughtful idea
to recount other seders observed. That
gives family and friends the opportunity
to share in the Passover changes that
have evolved over the years. On chol
hamoed (weekdays of the festival), these
reminiscences may be composed in books
of essays, as drawings or in a video for
future generations or even “next year in
Jerusalem.”

When you are seated during this
year's sedurim, you may smile at your
grandchild reciting the Four Questions
while you remember when you or
your children were the youngest at
table and were reciting them. One day
your grandchildren will smile at their
grandchildren as they remember, too.

Memory reaches back to other times,
other places, other foods and Maxwell
House Hagaddahs, wine stains included.
Whether you celebrate Passover in a
home, on a cruise, in a hotel, on a beach
in Hawaii or elsewhere, the spirit of

the holiday remains with you, biscotti
or biscuits kosher for Passover not-
withstanding.

Be well, chag sameach (happy
holiday) and happy Passover to you and
yours, to everyone at every seder in every
country, from us and ours. “Next year in
Jerusalem.” Shalom.

Bebe Lavin is the Bubbe Misehs
columnist in The New Standard. Contact
her at bebe@thenewstandard.com.

Beth Tikvah Director of Education, Stefanoe, announces retirement

After almost a decade of dedicated
service, Congregation Beth Tikvah's
Director of Education, Sally Stefano, has
announced her retirement effective the
end of May 2011.

The congregation is pleased to
announce that Assistant Director of
Education, Karen Elson, has agreed to
serve as Interim Director of Education

for the 2011-12 school year. As Assistant
Director since 2000, Elson has been
responsible for administering Beth
Tikvah's Hebrew school, family education
and adult Hebrew education programs.
She previously served as Assistant
Director and Branch Principal for Kol
Ami Community Hebrew School and
as Religious School Director at Temple

00 M A
O0000000000000000000 — Genesis 17:2
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Help Wanted

The New Standard 1s searching for a part-time
Advertising Account Executive to generate ad
sales for print and online bi-weekly Jewish publi-
cation.

Qualified candidates will be self-motivated, have

contacts in the Columbus Jewish community and

non-Jewish community, and will have strong de-
sire to promote Jewish community news.

Sales experience preferred, not required.
Base pay plus high commissions.

Please send resume to
dsmith@thenewstandard.com
or call
614-371-2595.

Israel. Her experience and familiarity
with the Religious School, students
and families will be invaluable to the
Congregation.

Elson, a Dayton native, has
also served as Education Director at
synagogues in McAllen, Texas and
Bloomington, Ill. She has a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Cincinnati,
a master's degree in Judaic Studies/
Jewish Education from Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and
early childhood education certification
from Illinois State University. She holds
teacher, principal and RJE (Reform

Jewish Educator) certification from
the Reform Movement, as well as an
honorary doctorate of Jewish Religious
Education.

On May 22 at 10:30 a.m., the Religious
School will host an Israel Day picnic and
celebration of Stefano’s many years of
service to Beth Tikvah. The picnic is
open to the entire congregation. All
members, as well as current and former
Religious School students and teachers,
are encouraged to attend. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to honor Stefano
and welcome Elson into her new role.

Please support

our advertisers

Understanding Inflammatory
Bowel Diseases: What Every Patient
Needs to Know

An educational prograrm for patients,
families and caregivers living with Crohns
disease and ulcerative colitis.

Presented by the Crohns & Colitis
Foundation of America, Central Ohio
Chapter and speaker Dr. Brendan Boyle,
Pediatric Gastroenterologist, Nationwide
Childrens Hospital
May 5, 2011
Columbus Jewish Community Center
To register, visit www.ccfa.org/info/
understanding or call (614) 889-6060.
This is a free event and snacks are
included.

The New Standard
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Beyond the Pale, award-winning klezmer ensemble o
perrtorm Thursday, April 28 at Linceln Theatre

CityMusic and The Melton Center
for Jewish Studies at The Ohio State
University will present the Toronto,
Canada-based Klezmer ensemble Beyond
the Pale on Thursday April 28, at 8 p.m.
The concert will be held at the Lincoln
Theatre, located at 769 E. Long St. and
is part of CityMusic's World Music Series
and The Melton Center’s “Jewish Music
East and West” series.

Beyond the Pale is lead by Eric Stein,
Artistic Director of Toronto's Ashkenaz
Festival. For more than a decade, Beyond
the Pale has been making its distinctive
brand of boundary-busting Eurofolk
fusion. Mixing klezmer, Balkan and
Romanian styles with an eclectic range
of North American influences, the band
members’ diverse musical and cultural

Harmeony Project o present concert, May 12

By Barbara A. Topolosky
THE NEW STANDARD

The 160-voice choir of the Harmony
Project will give a concert at The
Convention Center on Thursday, May
12, at 7:30. Choir members include a
rabbi, a Greek Orthodox priest, and men
and women from all walks of life and
diverse backgrounds. The newest choir
will include a group of young people and

Ohio premiere of

The event is presented by Jewish
Family Services to help train and educate
survivor caretakers. During the week of
Yom HaShoah a special documentary
film will be screened at the JCC of
Greater Columbus on May 5 at 7:00 PM.

backgroundsintersectinashared impulse
to push the boundaries of contemporary
acoustic roots music into new realms.
Their exuberant live performances
range seamlessly from raucous dance
rhythms to intricate chamber-folk
dynamics, taking audiences on an
invigorating musical ride with stunning
virtuosity and thrilling arrangements.
The group’s most recent album,
“Postcards,” (Borealis Records) has
received wide critical acclaim and
a number of honors, including four
nominations and two wins from the
2010 Canadian Folk Music Awards
(“Instrumental Ensemble of the Year”
and “Pushing the Boundaries”). The
band's previous album releases “Routes”
and “Consensus” (Borealis Records,

the “Unison Project,” a group of formerly
homeless people who are now picking up
the pieces of their lives and living in a
residence. Their stories will be told at the
concert. They are sure to move you.

At one rehearsal this year, director
David Brown reminded everyone that
there are currently 8,000 homeless people
in Columbus.

The choir gives several concerts ayear,
but each one is different. If you've been to

documentary Prisener of her Past with

“Prisoner of Her Past” tells the haunting
story of childhood trauma during the
Holocaust and the memories become
today’s reality, 60 years later, to unravel
the life of Holocaust survivor Sonia Reich.
Present at the screening of “Prisoner

2001 and 2004) also received honors
from the Canadian Folk Music Awards,
and the Canadian Independent Music
Awards, Toronto Independent Music
Awards and the Ontario Council of Folk
Festivals Songwriting Competition. In
spring 2011 the band will release its
next album, featuring a program of
reinterpretations of music by Mozart,
originally commissioned by CBC radio.
Tickets for this event are $26 for
adults, $21 for seniors and $11 for
students. Prices include a $1 per ticket
Lincoln Theatre Preservation Fee. For
single tickets, visit the CAPA Box Office
at 39 E. State St., call (614) 469-0939), or
go online to www.ticketmaster.com. For
more information and to purchase series
packages, call CityMusic at (614) 223-

one of the concerts before, don't worry
about it being a repeat performance.
The music evolves and changes at each
concert. The concerts are geared to uplift
people and the audience usually walks
away feeling encouraged about life.

A requirement for being in the choir is
completing a service project. One project
for this season included a day working
for Habitat for Humanity.

There will be only one performance at

of Her Past” is the author, producer
and creator of the film, Howard Reich,
as well as Dr. Robert Kraft, Cognitive
Psychologist from Otterbein University.

The event is May 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the
JCC of Greater Columbus, 1125 College

Obituaries

3093 or go to www.CityMusicColumbus.
org.

CityMusic proudly celebrates twenty-
seven years of bringing the finest
ethnic and culturally diverse artists
from around the globe to Columbus.
The World Music Series is the only
Central Ohio concert series devoted
exclusively to presenting the best in
traditional and contemporary world and
folk music. Support for the CityMusic
World Music Series is provided by the
Ohio Arts Council, Greater Columbus
Arts Council, and The Columbus
Foundation. Promotional support is
provided by WCBE-FM, 90.5 FM. Artist
accommodations are compliments of
the Holiday Inn Downtown Columbus
— Capitol Square.

the Convention Center. It is your chance
to contribute to a great cause and to
listen to an exciting concert at the same
time.

Tickets are $25 and $50. Proceeds will
go to charity.

For more information, visit the
Harmony Project on Facebook or at www.
HarmonyProject.com.

Filmmaker

Social workers and nurses can earn
1.5 CEUs by attending this event. For
more information, contact Beth Gerber at
(614) 559-0119 or bgerber@jfscolumbus.
org.

OBITUARY/KATS

Khayka Kats, age 91, passed away on
April 4, 2011. Preceded in death by
husband, Meyer Elbert. Survived by
her daughter, Roza Elbert; sons, llya
(Ryta) Elbert and Arkadey Elbert and 3
grandsons. Graveside service was April
6 at New Agudas Achim Cemetery, with
Rabbi Melissa Crespy officiating. In lieu
of flowers, donations preferred to donor’s
favorite charity.

OBITUARY/KOGAN

losif Kogan, age 92, passed away April
11, 2011. Preceded in death by wife, Enya
Slutskaya. Survived by his sons, Vladimir
(Galina) Kogan and Boris (Bina) Kogan
and grandchildren, Marina, Alexander,
Jane, Julia and Jeff. Graveside services
was April 12 at New Agudas Achim
Cemetery, with Rabbi Napthali Weisz
and Cantor Jeffrey Siegel officiating.

OBITUARY/LEVINE

Freda Levine, age 100+, passed away
on April 4, 2011. Preceded in death by

brother, Sidney Shuman; sister, Tini
Rosen; and Jerome Levine. Survived
by her daughter, Ann Berry (John);
son, Jim Levine (Keri Ferencz); sister,
Beatrice Betker; nieces, nephews and
special friends. Freda was a supporter
of Congregation Tifereth Israel for many
years. A Special thank you to Kensington
Place and Zusman Community Hospice
for their loving care. Graveside services
was April 6 at New Tifereth Israel
Cemetery, with Rabbi Harold Berman
and Rabbi Sharon Mars officiating. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations
preferred to Zusman Community Hospice
or Congregation Tifereth Israel.

OBITUARY/NAHEM

Albert Nahem, age 89, died on March
25, 2011. He is survived by his wife,
Sarah; sons lIsaac (Erin), Sam (Lori),
Ron (Karen); daughter Eileen (Stephen)
Dweck; as well as eight grandchildren
— who all loved him dearly. Born and
raised in Brooklyn NY, Albert spent
many years in Cincinnati OH before
retiring to West Long Branch NJ. A
successful businessman, Albert will be

remembered for his tremendous sense of
humor and a deep love of family.

OBITUARY/SHUSTERMAN

Polina Shusterman, age 85, passed away
on April 7, 2011. Preceded in death
by husband, lIsaac. Survived by her
daughter, Slava (Mike) Khidekel; son,
Yefim (Emma) Shusterman; brothers,
Daniel (Anastasia) Levitskiy and
Boris (Rema) Levitskiy; sisters, Sonya
Gershonovich and Clara (Peter) Kazineth;
grandchildren, Igor, Yuri, Marina and
Irina; great grandchildren, Sophia, Alex
and Braden. Graveside service was April
8 at New Agudas Achim, with Rabbi
Cary Kozberg officiating.

OBITUARY/TYROLER

Dr. Albert Tyroler, 84, passed away
on April 13, 2011. A lifelong citizen of
Columbus, Al graduated from Bexley
High School, Ohio State University and
Ohio State School of Optometry. After
serving in the Army in WWII, he practiced
optometry in Downtown Columbus for
over 55 years. Over the years, he served

on many boards including those of the
Columbus Jewish Federation, Heritage
Towers, Congregation Tifereth Israel and
the United Way. Al was President of the
Columbus Men'’s Bowling Association and
was instrumental in forming the state
of Ohio’s Youth Bowling Organization.
In the mid-80’s, he also became the
President of the Columbus Jewish
Community Center after serving on
the board for 35 years. Throughout his
life, Al was very active in the Capital
Post 122 Jewish War Veterans, serving
as Commander for two terms. He was
especially proud to put flags on veteran’'s
graves in Greenlawn cemetery for over 50
years. He is survived by Diane, his wife of
55 years; sons, Shmuel (Dvora), Ronald,
Charles (Astrid) and Matthew; brother,
Sidney (Rita) Tyroler; sister, Judy
(Mitchell) Karlin; ten grandchildren and
2 great grandchildren. Funeral services
were April 15 at the Epstein Memorial
Chapel, with Rabbi Harold Berman and
Cantor Jack Chomsky officiating. In lieu
of flowers, memorial donations preferred
to Congregation Tifereth Israel, Capital
Post 122 Jewish War Veterans or
National Kidney Foundation.
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NOAM
SHPANCER

Once in a while one wishes to take
a break from the hustle and racket of
Middle Eastern politics and turn one’s
mind to the goodness of this life—its
delicate pleasures; the art, the music,
the poetry of it. Jews of course have
contributed much to the world on that
front (although no such contribution
has ever emerged from the occupied
territories; oops, momentary relapse).

Back to joy and muse, poetry and
uplift: Perhaps no other Jewish person
in the last half century has contributed
as much in this realm as has one Robert
Zimmerman, more commonly known as
Bob Dylan, who's now quite the sage as
he reaches his 70th birthday in May. Old
Bob is one of these rare individuals who's
life you can rightly and happily envy. The
man has done extraordinary things in his
field, has seen extraordinary times, and
has kept his creative spirit, curiosity,
and good sense in tact.

Dylan has transformed folk music in
his early years, brought to it renewed
energy and relevance. Then he famously
went electric and brought rock-n-roll out
of teen induced stupor and into cultural
and political relevance. In the ensuing
years he has remained restless; musically,
he has explored and incorporated gospel,

country, jazz, and swing influences.
You are entitled
to my opinion

g

LARRY
LEVINE

I recently had lunch with a friend
for whom | have great respect, so this
is not an indictment against her. | was
talking about President Obama, the
United Nations and Israel. Those of
you who read my column know where
I stand on Obama, the United Nations
and Israel.

After I was done expressing my
thoughts on the subject (Normally,
that would take about a week or two,
but | behaved.), my friend looked at
me and said, “You are more nuanced
in your opinions than most people
think you are.” In other words, | wasn't
frothing at the mouth, wearing an NRA
button on my shirt while | spouting
out, “Let them eat cake.” She said that
some people in our community just
look at my columns as “background”
white noise. In other words they skip
over it or try to ignore me because
they know where | stand. Okay, that
is acceptable, | guess, but | get the
feeling that most people left of center
in our community just tend to see any

Religiously, he detoured into Christianity
and back.

Dylan was never easy to access. He
refrained from composing beautiful
melodies, insisted on writing songs about
things other than young love, played
mostly in the minor key, and created
verbal smokescreens in interviews.
In his live performances, he has
incessantly tinkered with his enormous
songbook, often playing new--at times
incomprehensible-- versions of his old
tunes. Still, from the beginning his
voice was immediately singular, at once
old and new, transparent and opaque,
intimate and canonical.

He shape-shifted much over the years,
but not in the callow trying-to- survive-
by-adopting-the-latest-trend kind of way.
Rather he changed organically, in the way
of true explorers, by following his own
curiosities and questions. Unlike many
of his generation, who died or became
nostalgia acts, Dylan remains active,
innovative and relevant. He continued to
make new music, exploring the various
precincts of Americana both musically
and lyrically. His themes have changed
to reflect not his audience’s taste or pop
culture dictates but his own journey.

In a world where most artists have
one good song, or at best one good record
in them, Dylan has made masterpiece
new recordings in each one of the last
five decades, creating undoubtedly the
deepest, richest, and most influential
songbook in the history of adult American
pop music.

His influence and longevity are even
more startling given the fact that he’s

never sold that many records; he has
sold less records than the Spice Girls,
less than Cher. He never starred in the
tabloids, never done the talk show thing,
the ‘reality’ thing, the rehab thing, never
showed much interest in anything other
than his work.

Dylan never had a great voice, but he
is a great singer, with unique phrasing,
timing, and energy. Lyrically, he has
been unequaled among contemporary
American songwriters and poets, with
superior range, erudition, inventiveness,
and playfulness.

“He can do love songs, albeit his way:

Sky is gray

life is short and | think of her a lot

I can’t say

if I want the pain to end or not”

He can be mischievous:

“If you ever go to Dallas, say hello to
Mary-Ann

Say I'm still looking along the trigger,
hanging on the best | can

If you see her sister Lucy, say I'm
sorry I'm not there

Tell her other sister Nancy to pray
the sinner’s prayer”

mysterious:

“l see my light come shining
From the west unto the east.
Any day now, any day now,

| shall be released.”

or cynical:

“l don't want nothing from anyone,
ain’'t that much to take

Wouldn’t know the difference between

ww <% On Dylan’s Birthday

a real blonde and a fake”

He can be funny

“Poor boy, in the hotel called the
Palace of Gloom

Calls down to room service, says send
up a room”

or angry:

“Broken bottles, broken plates, broken
switches, broken gates

Broken dishes, broken parts, streets
are filled with broken hearts

Broken words never meant to be
spoken

Everything is broken”

In his recent work he’s often sad:

“l see people in the park forgetting
their troubles and woes

They're drinking and dancing, wearing
bright-colored clothes

All the young men with their young
women looking so good

Well, I'd trade places with any of
them

In a minute, if | could”

and sober:

“It's not dark yet, but it's getting
there”

The late musician Warren Zevon once
told the story of meeting Dylan at some
gig. Wanting to make small talk, he asked
Dylan what he was up to. “Travellin”
Dylan uttered. And that essentially sums
it up. It's been a long, strange trip for the
old master. I, for one, feel fortunate to
have been around to hear all about it.

| am a conservative, not a leper

commentary by people on the right as
white noise or beneath them, written
by some dolt from the sticks. I am
getting slightly defensive here, but I
am right; this happens.

Here is the good news: During the
Spanish Inquisition, many Jews decided
that, instead offighting the Church, they
would publicly convert and privately
practice Judaism. They, as many of you
know were called Marranos, or secret
Jews. Well, today there is a growing
(Believe me.) group of Jews who are
afraid of the leftist inquisition and are
publicly agreeing with the party line
(Democrats, good; Republicans, bad,)
while privately having conservative
thoughts and feelings. 1 am now going
to call this group “conservanos,” or
secret conservatives.

I cannot tell you how many in our
community, Jewish and non-Jewish,
are publicly left of center but privately
come to me, actually whispering that
they totally agree with what | have
written. Not everything, of course, but
quite a bit of it. They say it with a bit
of embarrassment and they make sure
that there are no other lefties around
to hear. Remember, | grew up in Long
Island, went to a very progressive
Reconstructionist temple. Our rabbi
filled up the synagogue every Friday

with his fiery speeches. I am not a
caveman who has lived in the hills of
Missouri waiting for the Russians to
come attack us.

When | was growing up, “liberal”
was not a bad word. The so-called
“progressives” have hijacked that term
and bastardized it. Today’s progressives
really are far left ideologues. Most of
them are well-meaning, but some of
them are not so well-meaning. Liberal
or bleeding-heart liberal was Hubert
Humphrey. Leftist was Bill Ayers of
the Weather Underground.

In my opinion, these are not your
daddy’s Democrats. Unions are not
your daddy’s unions. In short, we don't
have the same issues that we had
thirty or more years ago. Unions were
important as a balance of power for the
powerless. Today they are “the man,”
nothing more than yet another small
group of insiders eating at the trough
of the many. Power is power. Things
change, so we must change with them.
I believe that my conservatism is a
reflection of post-1960s flashbacks. 1
was growing up when New York City’'s
welfare state almost went bankrupt. |
have seen feminism with its righteous
beginnings turn into yet another group
whose primary purpose is just to stay
in power. Feminism is nothing but a

partisan group of women who have
outlived their usefulness and are
representing only a small group of like-
minded ideologues.

Frankly, | deserve to be able to
post my opinions because | do my
homework. I am not always right, but |
believe what | say and | am passionate
about it.

No, lamnotaleper; l amaconcerned
citizen who likes to express myself
by writing. We are in a free country
(at this point) and my opinions, as
well as everybody’s opinions, count. My
motives are no different than those of
the many who don’t share my opinions.
I believe in this country. | believe in
the free market. | love our country.
I believe in personal responsibility. |
also believe that while we need rules,
we do not need to have every aspect
of our life governed by a few who
think that they know what is best for
us. | don't get talking points. I am
writing without self-interest in mind,
except for the self-interest of wanting
to have a healthy happy country. If
that makes me a leper, then so be it. In
the meantime, my goal in life is to keep
fighting the good fight and encouraging
more conservanos to come out of the
shadows.
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