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Bubbe Misehs

Meet artist Gary Rosenthal and 
create your own piece of Judaica

By Barbara A. 
Topolosky
THE NEW 

STANDARD
 

How many of 
you have beautiful 
Judaica displayed in 
your home? If you are 
lucky, you will own a 
piece created by artist 
Gary Rosenthal. 
Maybe you’ve seen his 
Sabbath candlesticks, 
menorahs and dreidel 
tops. His functional 
works of art are made 
of mixed metals and 
fused glass. They 
have a contemporary 
style.

Temple Israel 
Sisterhood is 
giving you the the 
opportunity to create 
an art object that 
looks like Rosenthal 
made it himself. He 
did the hard part 
— designing the 
template — and you 
can do the rest. His 
art studio has precut 
the glass, and you 
choose the colors. “We 
simplify the process…. 
Using white craft glue, people participating 
can create mosaics of tumbled glass pieces 
on precut glass templates. The mosaics 
are sent back to my studio where they are 
fired and attached to a metal base. The 
completed piece will be shipped back to 
you,” explained Rosenthal.

“Children seven and under will be able 
to choose and place colors for a folded 
mezuzah. They can make them with tissue 
paper. Rosenthal’s studio artists will 
replace the tissue paper with glass. Young 
kids can do this with their parents, and 

there will be a keepsake in the family,” 
says Bette Jo Stempel, organizer of the 
Temple Israel Sisterhood event.

The event will take place on April 10 
between 12 and 2 p.m. Rosenthal will be 
at Temple Israel while people create their 
own pieces of art. If you can’t make it to 
Temple Israel then, he will also be at Beth 
Tikvah later in the afternoon.

Forty years ago Rosenthal started his 
art career while working in his father’s 
stove and repair store. He used a torch to 
fix things, and realized he was fascinated 
with melting metal. He experimented and 

made beautiful objects out of glass and 
metal. “I had no formal art training, but 
I had a knack for making things, and 
problem-solving,” said Rosenthal.

“After the Holocaust some people were 
afraid to show Judaica. My mission was 
to create beautiful Jewish art. I wanted to 
make beautiful bright color mezuzahs. I 
wanted Judaic art objects that people could 
display year round. I always tried to mix 
function with the aesthetics of the form,” 
he explained.

Cafe Istanbul
15 % OFF

See page 5 
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Grandparent names
By Bebe Lavin

 
What is sweeter than a grandparent 

name? The answer, my friends, lies 
in the love between generations. The 
names for grandparents vary from 
family to family throughout the world. 
Among English speakers the traditional 
Grandmother and Grandfather have 
myriad derivations.

Some of these are Grandma, Gram, 
Grammy, Gran Gran, Grandpa, Pops, 
Poppy and PawPaw.

Included are Nonny, Nana, Mimi, 
Nini, Papa, Gramps and many more. 
The variations may arise from the 
grandparent’s choice, the grandchild’s 
choice or toddler mispronunciation. 
The possible names are endless, and 
all are charming.  

Our grandchildren call me Bubbe, 
the same as my brother, our cousins 
and I called our grandmothers. Paul 
started out as Zayde, which was soon 
shortened by one set of grandchildren 
to Zay. Another set extended the 
name to Zayzay. One set calls their 
maternal grandparents Gaki, a toddler 
mispronunciation that stuck and Big 
Al, the grandfather’s choice. The other 
set calls their maternal grandparents 
Akung, Chinese Indonesian for 
grandfather, and Uti, a shortened 
version of the Japanese term for 
grandmother, Eyang putri.

Our children called my parents 
Nana and Papa as a result of the 
oldest grandchild, also our niece, 
Debbi, mispronouncing Grandma 
and Grandpa as a very young child. 
The names stuck, and all subsequent 
grandchildren used those names. 
Their paternal grandparents were 
called Gaga, the result of early speech 
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The

C i t y  B r i e f s

The Little Minyan 
invites the community to 
join us for a Havdallah 
service and some Israeli 
dancing on the evening of 
Saturday, March 5, 5–7:30 
p.m. The event will be held 
at the Park of Roses shelter 
house in Clintonville, 
off High Street near the 
Whetstone branch of the 
Columbus Metropolitan 
Library.

Mim Chenfeld will 
lead us in Israeli dancing 
following the Havdallah 
service. A light dinner will 
be served. Attendees are 
asked to bring a salad or 
dessert to share, or, if that 
isn’t possible, to make a 
monetary donation to help 
offset expenses. Families 
with young children are 
especially welcome at this 
event. Members of the 
Little Minyan, including 
those who are involved 
in the youth education 

program (fondly known as 
the Mini-Minyan), will be 
available to answer any 
questions guests may have 
about our community and 
programs.

Please contact Emia 
Oppenheim at eo10@
cornell.edu if you have 
questions about this event 
or would like to make a 
reservation.

The Little Minyan is an 
egalitarian, participatory 
chavurah affiliated with the 
Jewish Reconstructionist 
Federation. We hold 
services twice monthly at 
the Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 2070 Ridgecliff 
Rd., in Upper Arlington, 
and we offer religious 
education for children in 
Kindergarten through 
bar/bat mitzvah. To find 
out more about us, please 
visit our Web site at www.
littleminyan.org. 

Havdallah 
scheduled for 
March 5

Columbus Jewish Day School (CJDS) 
invites the community for Admissions 
Open House days on Tuesday mornings 
throughout February, from 8:30–10 
a.m. CJDS staff will be available 
to give prospective families the 
opportunity to tour the state-of-the-art 
facility; meet Gina Freeman, Director 
of Faculty and Student Affairs; engage 
in activities taking place at the school, 
and personally view the benefits of 
the integrated Jewish day school 
program. 

Columbus Jewish Day School focuses 

on the first seven years of education 
which are critical to developing strong 
academic, social and foreign language 
skills. The school offers an academically 
challenging, dual-language program 
that integrates general studies and 
Judaic studies, and the arts via a 
two-teacher classroom model. CJDS 
is located at 150 E. Granville Rd. in 
New Albany. For questions about tours 
or enrollment, please contact Rebecca 
Gurk, Director of Admissions, at (614) 
939-5311 or rgurk@cjds.org.

CJDS admissions open 
house dates

Please

Support

Our 

Advertisers

“The Diary of Anne Frank,” directed 
by Laurie Alexander, will be showing 
at 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays 
and 3 p.m. on Sundays, Feb. 11 – 27 at 
the Linden Lutheran Church Annex, 
1230 Oakland Park Ave, Columbus. 
Tickets can be purchased at http://
annefrank.eventbrite.com/. Tickets are 
also available at the door.

‘The Diary of Anne Frank’
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On Sunday, Jan. 30, two 
Gallery Players veterans were 
presented awards from the 
Central Ohio Theatre Roundtable 
for their work in the Winter 2010 
presentation of the Sondheim 
musical, “Company.”

The Central Ohio Theatre 
Roundtable is a consortium of 

more than two dozen area theater 
companies. This year, a total of 18 
awards were presented, with the 
JCC’s own Gallery Players troupe 
picking up two of them.

Presented the award for Best 
Acting was Danielle Mann, who 
played the role of Joanne in 
“Company,” and who sang “The 

Ladies Who Lunch.” Mann has 
appeared in numerous Gallery 
Players productions, including 
“Jerry’s Girls,” “Parade,” and 
“The Women’s Minyan,” to name 
a few.

Winning the award for Best 
Directing was Frank Barnhart, 
for his direction of “Company” 

during the Gallery Players’ 61st 
season in Winter 2010. Barnhart 
is a favorite Gallery Players 
director, having also led thespians 
in productions of “Jerry’s Girls” 
and “Parade,” to name a few. 

Currently, he is directing 
“Curtains” for Gallery Players, 
which will open on Saturday, 

March 19, at 8 p.m. in 
the JCC’s Roth-Resler 
Theater.

For more information, 
visit the Gallery Players 
Web site at www.
jccgalleryplayers.org or 
call (614) 231-2731.

Gallery Platers veterans receive Theatre Roundtable awards
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On Thursday, April 14, the Columbus 
Chapter of Hadassah is planning a luncheon 
at the College Avenue JCC, honoring 
Esther Bleiweiss, community activist and 
Hadassah regional leader. This event 
is an opportunity for the community to 
learn about Hadassah’s forward-thinking 
programs in Israel and around the world.   

The Miriam’s Cup Luncheon, now in 
its second year, is the brainstorm of the 
Hadassah Leadership Academy graduates. 
Chaired by Shelly Igdaloff, this will 
be a super-charged hour of education, 
inspiration and socializing.

 In addition to honoring 
Esther Bleiweiss, the event 
will feature Dr. Gary Rogers, 
Chief of the Department of 
Ophthalmology, Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, who 
will discuss new medical 
breakthroughs and his ties 
to Hadassah. Bonnie Ullner 
of Cincinnati will share 
the story of how Hadassah 
Medical Organization saved 
her daughter’s life after she 
became gravely ill during 

a trip to Israel. In addition 
to attending the luncheon, 
the community is invited to 
purchase ads ($25–$100) in 
the program being distributed 
at the event and to become 
sponsors ($180-$5000). 

Hadassah is the Women’s 
Zionist Organization of 
America, recipient of a Nobel 
Peace Prize nomination for 
promoting peace in the Middle 
East through its hospitals. 
With local membership of more 

than 1,100 (300,000 nationally), Hadassah 
is the largest Jewish women’s organization 
in the world.

Miriam’s Cup is sponsored by Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, Nationwide, The 
Columbus Jewish Foundation, The 
Columbus Jewish Federation and Masa 
Israel. To request a luncheon invitation or 
to obtain information about sponsorship 
or program ads, please contact Arlene at 
the Hadassah office at (614) 235-8111 or 
columbus@hadassah.org.

Hadassah Miriam’s Cup Luncheon

The community is invited to 
see Esther Bleiweiss receive 
the Miriam�s Cup award.

People responded by purchasing 
Rosenthal’s art objects and he soon became 
a successful artist. He’s been so successful 
that his work has been presented to 
presidents and can also be found in private 
collections and museums throughout the 
world. Nevertheless, being a famous artist 
wasn’t satisfying Rosenthal.

“Ten years ago I decided there was more 
to life than making a beautiful menorah. 
I am a social activist who happens to 
make Judaica. I combine the Jewish art 
with doing good. It’s called the Hiddur 
Mitzvah Project; Hiddur means to make 
beautiful. I think that all Jewish ritual 
pieces required in mitzvot should be as 
aesthetically pleasing as possible in order 
to glorify God and his commandments. 
My business has worked with tens of 
thousands of people to create Judaica. 
We usually combine it with a charitable 
project,” said Rosenthal.

F u n d s 
raised by 
the Hiddur 
M i t z v a h 
Project help 
people all over 
the world. 
For example, 
R o s e n t h a l 
aided Jewish 
p e o p l e 
d e v a s t a t e d 
by Hurricane 
Katrina. “We 
also helped a 
Jewish community in Argentina,” said 
Rosenthal. These are just two examples of 
how the Hiddur Mitzvah Project has done 
good deeds for people.

By attending the event on April 10, 
you will be creating a unique art object, 
and participating in Rosenthal’s Hiddur 
Mitzvah Project. “We are a social venture. 
We try to make more money than it costs 
us. We discount below what it would cost 
in a gallery,” said Rosenthal.

As we look forward to summer and the 
many special events — such as weddings 
— that will take place, consider making 
a present for a dear friend and a relative 

using your 
own creativity. 
A grandparent 
w o u l d 
treasure a 
gift designed 
by their 
g r a n d c h i l d . 
If you don’t 
have any 
special events 
to attend, 
treat yourself 
and make a 

beautiful piece 
of Judaica to display in your own home. 
Better yet, make it a family project.

To find out what objects you can make 
and how to order them, consult the Temple 
Israel Web site, www.templeisrael.org. 
Some of the objects include a small bar 
menorah, dreidel top, tzedakah box and 
a pair of candlesticks. The price for each 
object is listed on the Web site. Since 
planning is involved in this project, all 
order forms need to be turned in by March 
20.

There are also sponsorships available 
for this project. By purchasing a 
sponsorship, you will be able to attend 

an intimate evening with Rosenthal on 
Saturday, April 9. You will also be the first 
to purchase items from his “trunk show.”

If you want to find out more 
about Rosenthal’s various projects, 
visit www.hiddurmitzvah.org, www.
kristalnachtproject.org, and www.
glassribbon.com.

ROSENTHAL 
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